
D A N I E L  6

Open Mouths, Closed Mouths

Daniel 6 — A Deep Dive

Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had 
windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving 
thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously.
D A N I E L  6 : 1 0

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S :  T S A R F A T I  ·  M A C A R T H U R  ·  G U Z I K



D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

B E F O R E  T H E  P A S S A G E

Where the story stands

1
Babylon has fallen (chapter 5, verses 30 to 31).

2
The last word of chapter 5 is that “Darius the Mede 
received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two,” and 
chapter 6 opens with him reorganizing it: a hundred and 
twenty satraps, three commissioners over them, “of 
whom Daniel was one.”

3
Daniel is past eighty.
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D A N I E L  6 : 1 – 9

A Man Without Fault, and a Trap

D A N I E L  6 : 1

It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps 
over the kingdom, that they would be in charge 
of the whole kingdom,

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati sets the scene with the fall of Babylon 
still in the air: the city taken in a night, the 
new administration assembled, and Daniel, a 
survivor of the old regime, not retired but 
promoted. He draws the…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur makes verse 4 a mirror for the 
reader. Daniel’s enemies audited his whole 
public life and found no negligence and no 
corruption.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik works through the identity of Darius the 
Mede, Cyrus under another name, Cambyses, 
or Gubaru the governor of Babylon, with 
Darius possibly a title, and notes that the 
structure of 120 satraps under three…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   YATTIRA · “EXTRAORDINARY”
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D I A G R A M

A Man Without Fault, and a Trap
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D A N I E L  6 : 1 0 – 1 7

As He Had Been Doing Previously

D A N I E L  6 : 1 0

Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, 
he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had 
windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued 
kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and 
giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing 
previously.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati stays on the open windows. Daniel 
could have shut them and kept praying; no 
one would have known.

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“Three times a day... as he had been doing 
previously.” MacArthur calls this the most 
important phrase in the chapter for the 
Christian life.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik quotes G. Campbell Morgan, “The 
occasional is always affected by the habitual”, 
and lays out Daniel’s choices: he did not stop 
praying, did not hide, and did not stage a 
protest.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   KOL-QOVEL DI · “AS HE HA.D. BEEN DOING PREVIOUSLY”
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D I A G R A M

As He Had Been Doing Previously
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D A N I E L  6 : 1 8 – 2 4

My God Sent His Angel

D A N I E L  6 : 1 8

Then the king went off to his palace and spent 
the night fasting, and no entertainment was 
brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads verse 22 as the heart of the 
book: the God of Israel sends His angel into a 
Persian execution chamber and closes the 
mouths of lions, and the one He rescues is an 
old Jew who would not stop…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“O king, live forever!” MacArthur hears 
courtesy from the lions’ den.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik calls Daniel’s stance “obedient 
disobedience”: he broke an unjust law 
without rebelling against the king, which is 
exactly Acts 5, verse 29 held together with 
Romans 13. He draws attention to the king’s…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   ELAHA CHAYYA · “THE LIVING GOD”
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D I A G R A M

My God Sent His Angel
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D A N I E L  6 : 2 5 – 2 8

The Decree of Darius

D A N I E L  6 : 2 5

Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, 
nations and men of every language who were 
living in all the land: “May your peace abound!

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the decree as the purpose of 
the whole night. God did not shut the lions’ 
mouths only to save Daniel; He did it so that a 
Medo-Persian king would write to “all the 
peoples, nations and men of…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur hears in verse 26 the one thing a 
sovereign God is after in every one of these 
stories: that men would fear Him. Not that 
Daniel would be comfortable, not that the law 
would be fair, but that a pagan…

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik traces Daniel’s path through the 
chapter: plotted against, praying, persecuted, 
protected, preserved, prospering, and notes 
that the sequence is the normal shape of a 
faithful life, not the exception. He…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   DI-LEHEVON ZA’IN VE-DACHALIN · “FEAR AND TREMBLE”
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

The Decree of Darius
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

What to carry from this chapter

1
Chapter 6 mirrors chapter 3.
A royal decree, a faithful refusal, a sentence carried out, a 
deliverance inside the sentence, and a pagan king confessing the 
God of Israel, under Babylon and now under 

2
Found is the spine of the chapter.
No ground of accusation found (verse 4); found praying (verse 
11); found innocent before God (verse 22); no injury found (verse 
23).

3
The only handle on a faithful man is his faithfulness.
“We will not find any ground... unless... with regard to the law of 
his God” (verse 5).

4
“As he had been doing previously” is the whole 
sermon.
Daniel met the crisis with the prayer he prayed when there was 
no crisis.
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

More to carry

5
The king was bound by his law; Daniel was not bound 
by the king.
The most powerful man alive could not save his friend, and the 
man in the den was never helpless, because his confidence was 
never in the king

6
The seal certified the miracle.
Stone, signet, nobles (verse 17): no pardon, no tampering, no 
finishing-off.

7
Deliverance was for the decree.
God shut the lions’ mouths so a Persian king would tell every 
nation that the God of Daniel is the living God whose kingdom 
will not be destroyed (verse 26; compare 4, ve

8
Daniel outlasted the empire.
“In the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus” (verse 28): the 
man who prayed toward the ruined temple for seventy years 
lived to see the decree that sent his people 
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D A N I E L  6  ·  O P E N  M O U T H S ,  C L O S E D  M O U T H S  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  T A B L E

Talk it through

1
Daniel’s enemies searched his whole public life and found no negligence and no corruption. If hostile men audited your work, your 
money and your words this month, what would they find, and would “he serves his God” be the only charge left?

2
The decree was dressed as loyalty and signed without a question. Where are you being asked to go along with something because 
“everyone agrees”, and what question should you be asking before you sign?

3
“As he had been doing previously.” What is your habit of prayer when nothing is wrong, and is it strong enough to carry you when the 
law changes against you?
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C L O S I N G

They searched Daniel for a fault and found only his God. He kept his windows open and his 
knees on the floor, as he had been doing previously, and the God who was in the den with him 
shut the lions’ mouths, opened a king’s, and sent the news to every nation.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O·I·A study, reflection journal and film: see the Daniel study page.
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