
D A N I E L  4

Learning the Hard Way

Daniel 4 — A Deep Dive

“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and 
He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
D A N I E L  4 : 3 7

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S :  T S A R F A T I  ·  M A C A R T H U R  ·  G U Z I K



D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

B E F O R E  T H E  P A S S A G E

Where the story stands

1
Daniel 4 is unique in the Bible: a chapter written by a 
pagan emperor, in his own voice, as a decree to “all the 
peoples, nations, and men of every language,” telling the 
world what the God of Israel did to him.

2
The king who dreamed of the statue (chapter 2) and built 
the golden image (chapter 3) here writes his own 
testimony, and he opens it with praise before he tells the 
humiliation that produced it.

3
The date is late in his reign; Babylon is finished, the wars 
are over, and the king is “at ease... and flourishing.”
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D A N I E L  4 : 1 – 9

At Ease in My Palace

D A N I E L  4 : 1

Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, 
nations, and men of every language that live in 
all the earth: “May your peace abound!

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati calls Daniel 4 the testimony of the 
head of gold. The man who stands at the top 
of the statue in chapter 2 opens his own 
decree by confessing that God’s kingdom is 
the everlasting one, the very thing…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes the form: a royal 
proclamation, addressed to everyone, written 
in the first person. God did not merely 
humble Nebuchadnezzar; He made him 
publish it.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik underlines the simple goodness of 
telling what God has done: “Let the 
redeemed of the LORD say so” (Psalm 107, 
verse 2). The devil would rather God’s works 
went unspoken.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   ATHAYYA VE-TIMHAYYA · “SIGNS AND WONDERS”
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D A N I E L  4 : 1 0 – 1 8

The Tree and the Watcher

D A N I E L  4 : 1 0

Now these were the visions in my mind as I lay 
on my bed: I was looking, and behold, there was 
a tree in the midst of the earth and its height 
was great.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the tree as the empire seen 
from the king’s side: beautiful, abundant, 
sheltering, universal. Everything the statue of 
chapter 2 said in metal the tree says in leaves, 
and both are about to be cut.

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur draws out the appeal of the 
image: the king dreams of himself as the one 
on whom everything depends. That is the 
heart of pride, not cruelty but 
indispensability, the conviction that the world 
is fed from my branches.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik cites Wood: both the Assyrian and the 
Babylonian kings thought of themselves as 
rulers over all the earth, and the tree is that 
self-image drawn by God. He notes that 
nothing in verses 10–12 is a…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   ILAN · “TREE”
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D I A G R A M

The Tree and the Watcher
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D A N I E L  4 : 1 9 – 2 7

It Is You, O King

D A N I E L  4 : 1 9

Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was appalled 
for a while as his thoughts alarmed him. The king 
responded and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream 
or its interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar replied, 
“My lord, if only the dream applied to those who hate 
you and its interpretation to your adversaries!

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati draws attention to Daniel’s heart. The 
man who was carried off from Jerusalem by 
this king, who has watched him burn and 
boast and build, is grieved to tell him the 
truth.

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur calls verses 19–22 a model for 
every preacher. Compassion first, Daniel is 
appalled, and wishes it on the king’s enemies 
instead.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik connects “it is you, O king” to “You are 
the man!” and notes that Daniel, unlike 
Nathan, is a foreign captive speaking to an 
absolute monarch with a furnace in recent 
memory.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   ESHTOMAM · “WAS APPALLED”
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D I A G R A M

It Is You, O King
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D A N I E L  4 : 2 8 – 3 7

Twelve Months Later

D A N I E L  4 : 2 8

All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king.
A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati sets the roof of the palace beside the 
plain of Shinar: the same spirit that built 
Babel builds Babylon, and says the same 
sentence, let us make a name for ourselves. 
He notes the twelve months: God…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“While the word was in the king’s mouth.” 
MacArthur lets the timing preach.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik supplies the record: Nebuchadnezzar’s 
building inscriptions, Abydenus and the 
traditions of the king’s madness, and the form 
of the illness. He also supplies the sermon: 
pride is a kind of madness, a man forgetting 
what he is.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   BAVEL RABBETA... BITQOF CHISNI · “BABYLON THE GREAT... BY THE MIGHT OF MY POWER”
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

Twelve Months Later
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

Twelve Months Later
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

What to carry from this chapter

1
A pagan king wrote this chapter.
The only chapter of Scripture authored by a Gentile emperor, as a 
decree to every nation, opening with praise and telling his own 
humiliation.

2
Ruler is the spine of the chapter.
“The Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind”, the watcher 
(verse 17), Daniel (verse 25), the voice (verse 32), the king (verses 
34–35).

3
The fall was set up by prosperity.
“At ease... flourishing” (verse 4). 4

The stump is grace inside judgment.
Cut down but not uprooted, banded with iron and bronze (verse 
15): the kingdom kept for the man while the man was removed 
from it.
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

More to carry

5
Daniel loved the king and told him the truth.
Appalled for his captor, wishing it on his enemies (verse 19), then 
“it is you, O king” (verse 22) and a plea to repent (verse 27).

6
The sin was the pronouns.
“I myself have built... my power... my majesty” (verse 30).

7
Restoration began with one act.
“I raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me” 
(verse 34), the opposite of looking out over his own works.

8
The head of gold bowed.
Not the God of Daniel, not the God of Shadrach, but “I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven” 
(verse 37).
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D A N I E L  4  ·  L E A R N I N G  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  T A B L E

Talk it through

1
Nebuchadnezzar opens his decree with praise before he tells his humiliation. What has God done for you that you have been reluctant 
to say out loud, and what image are you protecting by keeping it quiet?

2
The dream came when the king was “at ease and flourishing.” In what area of your life are you most comfortable right now, and is that 
the area where you have stopped listening?

3
“That the living may know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind.” What throne, at work, at home, in ministry, are you 
treating as yours rather than as bestowed?

4
What would change if you held it as a loan?
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C L O S I N G

He was at ease in his palace; the tree reached the sky; the watcher came down; the prophet 
wept and said “it is you”; twelve months passed; the word was in his mouth when heaven 
answered it. Seven years later a beast raised its eyes to heaven and a king came home, and 
wrote to the whole earth that the Most High rules.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O·I·A study, reflection journal and film: see the Daniel study page.
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