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B E F O R E  Y O U  B E G I N  ·  T H E  P A S S A G E

Daniel 2:1–49
The Impossible Dream — There Is a God in Heaven Who Reveals Mysteries

✝ How to Read This Study
The workbook lesson runs in the order you work it at the table — Capture the Scene, Analyze the Message, 
Compare This Passage with the Rest of Scripture, Execute — with every question from Discovering Daniel
written out, the NASB95 text under it,  an answer in one sentence you can copy into the book, a cross
reference, the three teachers, a point of critical thinking and a key question. Because the whole chapter is
one lesson, Capture the Scene is read in four verse groups, and after each group the book pauses for Going
Deeper: the Deep Dive movement for those verses — the passage marked, the Aramaic Daniel wrote, and
the same three voices at length. Diagrams sit where the kingdoms and the stone matter. The book ends
with the passage set inside the whole Bible, the three voices side by side, and questions for the table.

Capture the Scene — what do I see? Observation, straight from the text, in four verse groups.

Going Deeper — after each group, the Deep Dive for those verses: Aramaic, history and the three
teachers.

Analyze the Message — what does it say and mean? With Discovering Daniel open.

Compare — how is it supported elsewhere in the Bible? Every cross reference written out.

Execute — how does this affect my life? Off the page and into the week.

AMIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel JOHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You DAVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

H OW THIS STUDY IS MARKED God — His character & actions Command / instruction Key repeated word

Sin / warning Promise / blessing Time / place / contrast

KEY VERSE · DANIEL 2:44

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which

will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people;

it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure

forever.

✝ Before the Passage
Chapter 1 ended with four Hebrew teenagers standing before Nebuchadnezzar and found ten times better
than all his magicians and conjurers. Chapter 2 opens “in the second year” of his reign — about 603 BC,
with Daniel still in his teens or barely out of them — and the king cannot sleep. He has dreamed something
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that has shaken him, and he demands of his whole establishment not only the interpretation but the dream
itself. It is an impossible demand, and it is the hinge of the book: when the wise men confess that only gods
“whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh” could do such a thing, the stage is set for the God who does
dwell with flesh to do it through a captive boy.

At verse 4 the language changes. “Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic” — and from there to
the end of chapter 7 the book is written in Aramaic, the international language of the empire. The chapters
about the Gentile kingdoms are written in the Gentiles’ tongue; the chapters about Israel’s future (8–12)
return to Hebrew. And the dream itself is the spine of the whole book: a statue of four metals, gold to iron
to iron-and-clay, and a stone cut without hands that crushes it and fills the earth. Chapter 7 will tell the
same story as four beasts; chapters 8 and 11 will name the middle kingdoms; Revelation will end it.

Hold one word over the whole chapter:  mystery —  raz,  the Aramaic word that will  become the Greek
mystērion of the New Testament. The king wants the raz; the wise men cannot give it; Daniel and his friends
ask God for compassion “concerning this mystery”; it is “revealed” in a night vision; and Daniel tells the
king, before a word of the dream, that “there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.” The chapter is
about who knows, and who tells. Tsarfati reads the statue forward to the revived Roman world and the
stone at the end of the age; MacArthur presses the sovereignty of the God who removes and establishes
kings and the humility of the man who would take no credit; Guzik walks the metals, the toes and the stone
through history.  All  three  agree  on  the  sermon:  human government  does  not  climb toward  utopia;  it
declines until a kingdom comes that no hand made.

F I G U R E  1  ·  T H E  S T A T U E  —  F O U R  M E T A L S ,  F O U R  K I N G D O M S ,  A N D  T H E  S T O N E  ( 2 : 3 1 – 4 5 )

T H E S T A T U E · F O U R M E T A L S , F O U R K I N G D O M S , A N D T H E S T O N E — D A N I E L 2 : 3 1 – 4 5

Daniel names only the head; history and his later visions (8:20–21) name the rest. The metals decline in value and grow in hardness — devolution, not evolution.

HEAD OF GOLD BABYLON 605–539 BC

“You are the head of gold” (v. 38) — one man’s absolute rule

BREAST AND ARMS OF SILVER MEDIA–PERSIA 539–331 BC

“inferior” — larger, but a king bound by his own laws (6:8; 5:28; 8:20)

BELLY AND THIGHS OF BRONZE GREECE 331 BC →

“will rule over all the earth” — Alexander and his four generals (8:21–22)

LEGS OF IRON ROME 146 BC – AD 476

“crushes and shatters all things” — strong, lasting, absorbing all before it

FEET OF IRON AND CLAY ITS LAST FORM still ahead

“a divided kingdom … will not adhere” — ten toes, ten kings (7:24; Rev 17:12)

THE STONE

cut out without hands

strikes the feet (v. 34)

THEN THE MOUNTAIN · vv. 35, 44–45

All five crushed “at the same time”; not a trace found; the stone becomes a mountain that fills the earth — a kingdom that will never be destroyed.
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P A R T  O N E  ·  D I S C O V E R I N G  D A N I E L  ·  L E S S O N  2

D A N I E L  2 : 1 – 4 9  ·  C A P T U R E  T H E  S C E N E ,  W I T H  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

The Impossible
Dream
The king cannot sleep and demands of his wise men not only the meaning of his
dream but the dream itself — on pain of death. They confess that only gods could do
it. Four Hebrew captives pray, the mystery is revealed in the night, and a teenager
tells the most powerful man alive that there is a God in heaven — then reads him the
whole of history, from the head of gold to the toes of clay to the stone that ends it all.

I N  T H I S  P A R T

Capture the Scene — thirteen questions on Daniel 2, verse by verse, in four groups
Going Deeper I — The Impossible Demand (2:1–13)
Going Deeper II — A Prayer Meeting That Changed History (2:14–30), and what Daniel
did under a death sentence
Going Deeper III — The Statue and the Stone (2:31–43), and the four kingdoms on one
line
Going Deeper IV — A Kingdom That Will Never Be Destroyed (2:44–49), the stone
across Scripture, and Daniel 2 beside Daniel 7

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
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01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
What do I see? · verses 1–13
Using my Bible, working through Daniel 2 verse by verse.

KEY VERSE · DANIEL 2:44 NASB95

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which

will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people;

it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure

forever.

1 When King Nebuchadnezzar first asked the wise men to interpret his dream, what was
their response (Daniel 2:4)?

P. 39

D a n i e l  2 : 3 - 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

3 The king said to them, “I had a dream and my spirit is anxious to understand the dream.” 4 Then the
Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: “O king, live forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will
declare the interpretation.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

They flattered him—“O king, live forever!”—and asked him to tell them the dream first, promising
they could then give the interpretation.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 2:11  Their own later admission: “there is no one else who could declare it to the king except
gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes this is where the Aramaic section of Daniel begins and runs to the end of chapter 7—the language
of the Gentile world, for the section about Gentile kingdoms.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  observes that  the request  was perfectly  reasonable by their  trade’s  standards.  Give them the raw
material and they could always produce something. What they could not do was work with nothing.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Notice the order they wanted: information first, then interpretation. That is the whole business model of
every counterfeit—it needs you to supply the content before it can sound authoritative about it. God works
the other direction; He supplies the content Himself.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Where am I taking counsel from someone who only ever tells me back what I already told them?

2 What did the king say he would do if the wise men couldn’t interpret the dream (verse
5)?

P. 39

D a n i e l  2 : 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

5 The king replied to the Chaldeans, “The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream
and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He said they would be torn limb from limb and their houses would be made a rubbish heap.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 3:6  The same absolute cruelty a chapter later: “whoever does not fall down and worship shall
immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the punishment reaches past the men to their households—an ancient way of ensuring that
no one could weigh the cost as a personal risk only.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik  points  out  the  king  raised  the  stakes  precisely  because  he  suspected  the  whole  enterprise  was
fraudulent. Fear was his test for honesty.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Nebuchadnezzar demanded the impossible on purpose. He was not trying to learn the dream; he was trying
to learn whether his advisers were real. The threat was the experiment, and the wise men’s panic was the
result he was looking for.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What in my life would collapse if someone raised the stakes and asked me to prove it?

3 What accusation did the king make in verses 8-9? P. 39

D a n i e l  2 : 8 - 9  ·  N A S B 9 5

8 The king replied, “I know for certain that you are bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the
command from me is firm, that if you do not make the dream known to me, there is only one decree for you. 
9 For you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed;
therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that you can declare to me its interpretation.”
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

He accused them of stalling for time and of having agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words
to him until the situation changed.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 44:25  God is “Causing the omens of boasters to fail, Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise
men to draw back And turning their knowledge into foolishness.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes the king had them exactly right. He had watched these men work for years and knew their
answers were vague enough to fit any outcome.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that the pagan king saw through his own religious establishment—an indictment of the
entire Babylonian system delivered by its chief patron.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The most damning phrase is “until the situation is changed.” Their strategy was not to answer but to outlast
—to talk long enough for the problem to move on. That is a temptation far beyond Babylon: waiting out a
hard question instead of answering it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What question have I been running out the clock on instead of facing?

4 When the wise men said it would be impossible to interpret the dream, how did the
king react (verses 12-13)?

P. 40

D a n i e l  2 : 1 2 - 1 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

12 Because of this the king became indignant and very furious and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of
Babylon. 13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his
friends to kill them.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He became indignant and furious and ordered every wise man in Babylon killed—which put Daniel
and his three friends on the execution list too.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Proverbs 16:14  “The fury of a king is like messengers of death, But a wise man will appease it.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes  Daniel  and his  friends had done nothing wrong and were not  even in the room. They were
condemned by association with a profession they had been drafted into.
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur points out the king’s rage was disproportionate but not irrational—he had concluded the entire
class was useless, and he acted on it.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel’s crisis arrived through no fault of his own, generated entirely by other men’s failure. Some of the
hardest seasons a believer faces are like this—not consequences, not discipline, just the fallout of somebody
else’s collapse landing on your calendar.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I carrying a trouble that is not mine, and have I let bitterness set in over that?

G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement I · The Impossible Demand

Before the workbook moves on to Daniel, read the first thirteen verses as the Deep Dive reads them — the
Aramaic for  dreams,  torn limb from limb and  except gods, the switch to Aramaic at verse 4, and the three
teachers on a demand that was fair and a confession that was true.

“1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and
his spirit was troubled and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians,
the conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and
stood before the king. 3 The king said to them, “I had a dream and my spirit is anxious to
understand the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: “O king, live forever!
Tell the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation.” 5 The king replied to the
Chaldeans, “The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its
interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap. 
6 But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward
and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream and its interpretation.””

D A N I E L  2 : 1 – 6

DANIEL 2:1–13 · A troubled king, a dream withheld, a death sentence on every wise man in Babylon —
and a confession that only gods could do it
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חלֶמְִין
CHELMIN · “DREAMS”

Aramaic  chelem, the form of the Hebrew  chalom. “In the second year” —
about 603 BC, early in the reign, with the king’s father’s advisors still in
post and Daniel newly graduated (1:18–20). The dream “troubled his spirit”
and took his sleep: a pagan king is being addressed by a God he does not
know,  through  the  one  door  no  king  can  lock.  Then  the  summons  —
magicians (chartom,  occult  scribes),  conjurers,  sorcerers,  Chaldeans (the
astrologer-priests) — the whole intelligence establishment of the empire.

הדַָּּמִין תִּתְעבְַדוןּ
HADDAMIN TIT’AVDUN · “TORN LIMB
FROM LIMB”

Literally “you will be made into pieces” — dismemberment, a real penalty
in  that  world,  with  the  family  house  reduced  to  a  dunghill.  The  king’s
demand  is  the  dream  and its  meaning.  It  sounds  unreasonable;  it  is
actually shrewd: men who claim access to the gods can prove it, and men
who can only explain what they are told can invent anything. Verse 4 is the
first Aramaic in the book — the language of the empire, which carries the
text to the end of chapter 7.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati sets the scene inside the book’s timeline: Daniel is barely out of his training, the king is barely
into his reign, and God speaks to the most powerful man alive about the end of the age before He
speaks to Daniel at all.  He reads the sleeplessness as God’s method — the Gentile ruler is reached
through what he cannot control — and notes the switch to Aramaic as the Spirit’s signal that these
chapters are about the nations, written in the nations’ language.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the two things the king wants: the dream and the interpretation. He will not be fooled
by a clever story. MacArthur reads the demand as a sovereign God backing a pagan king into the place
where only revelation will do — the collapse of human wisdom is engineered so that the glory will go
where it belongs. And he observes the king’s theology by his threat: he believes his wise men can reach
the gods, and he means to make them prove it on pain of death.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik argues the demand was fair: the Chaldeans claimed supernatural access and the king called the
bluff. He supplies the practice of dismemberment, the possibility that the young king welcomed an
excuse to clear out his father’s men, and the detail that the Chaldeans here are a professional class, not
an ethnic one. He also marks the Aramaic: one of three major Aramaic sections of the Old Testament,
with Ezra 4–6 and 7.
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“7 They answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will
declare the interpretation.” 8 The king replied, “I know for certain that you are bargaining for
time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from me is firm, that if you do not make the
dream known to me, there is only one decree for you. 9 For you have agreed together to speak
lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the dream,
that I may know that you can declare to me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the
king and said, “There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the king, inasmuch
as no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.
11 Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could
declare it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.” 12 Because of
this the king became indignant and very furious and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of
Babylon. 13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel
and his friends to kill them.”

D A N I E L  2 : 7 – 1 3

לָּהןֵ אֱלָּהיִן
LAHEN ELAHIN · “EXCEPT GODS”

The wise men’s confession is the turning point of the chapter: “there is not
a man on earth who could declare the matter … no one else could declare
it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.”
They are exactly right — and the God who does dwell with flesh is about to
answer  through  a  Jewish  teenager  (John  1:14).  The  king’s  rage  is  total:
“destroy all the wise men of Babylon.” And the decree reaches men who
were never consulted: “they looked for Daniel and his friends to kill them.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati stays on verse 11. Babylon’s best, under threat of death, tell the truth about their religion: it
cannot  reach  heaven.  For  Tsarfati  that  is  the  confession  of  every  system  the  nations  build  —
impressive, organized, and unable to tell a man what God is saying. He notes that the four Hebrews
were on the kill list without having been in the room, and reads it as the believer’s ordinary situation in
the world: implicated in its crises, and the only ones with an answer.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“Except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.” MacArthur calls that the most accurate
sentence a pagan ever spoke, and the setup for the Incarnation. Only God can reveal what God has
hidden; and God has chosen to dwell with flesh. He reads the king’s fury as the frustration of a man
who has reached the end of every human resource — which is, he says, exactly where God wanted him.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the stalling in verse 7 — the wise men ask a second time for the dream — and the king’s
accurate read of it: “you are bargaining for time.” He points out that the wise men were not entirely
frauds;  they  knew  the  limits  of  their  craft  and  said  so.  The  decree  that  follows  is  the  kind  of
overreaction absolute power produces, and it sweeps up four young men who have done nothing — the
ordinary way God’s people get drawn into the world’s emergencies.

01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 14–30

5 When Daniel found out about the king’s decree to kill the wise men of Babylon, what
did he do (verses 14-16)?

P. 40

D a n i e l  2 : 1 4 - 1 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment  to Arioch, the captain of the king’s bodyguard, who
had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he said to Arioch, the king’s commander, “For what reason is
the decree from the king so urgent?” 15 Then Arioch informed Daniel about the matter. 16 So Daniel went in and
requested of the king that he would give him time, in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He answered Arioch with discretion and discernment, asked why the decree was so urgent, and then
went to the king and requested time so he could give the interpretation.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E James 1:19  “But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger…”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes that Daniel asked a question before he made a request—he got the facts before he acted, even
with a sword already on the way.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik contrasts Daniel’s request for time with the wise men’s: they wanted delay to escape, he wanted delay to
pray. The same ask, opposite motives.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The words “discretion and discernment” describe how Daniel spoke to the man sent to kill him. Under a
death sentence he was neither panicked nor combative. Composure like that is not a personality trait; it is
what settled convictions look like from the outside.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

How do I speak to people when I am frightened—and what does that reveal?
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6 What did Daniel then ask his three friends to do (verses 17-18)? P. 40

D a n i e l  2 : 1 7 - 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

17 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, about the matter, 
18 so that they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel
and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He asked them to request compassion from the God of heaven concerning the mystery, so that they
would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Matthew 18:19-20  “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may
ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes what Daniel asked for—compassion, not cleverness. He did not ask God to make him smart
enough to solve it; he asked for mercy.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points to the four young men praying together in a foreign city. Their circle was small, but it was
united, and that is what carried them through every chapter that follows.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel had already told the king he could deliver the interpretation before he had it. He committed first and
prayed second— which sounds reckless until you notice he was not promising his own ability. He was
promising God’s, and then going to God about it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Who are the two or three people I would call tonight if everything were on the line—and have I called them
lately?

7 When God revealed the details of the dream to Daniel, how did Daniel respond (verses
20-23)?

P. 41

D a n i e l  2 : 1 9 - 2 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

19 Then the mystery  was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. 20 Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; Daniel
said, “ Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever , For wisdom and power belong to Him.
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D a n i e l  2 : 2 1 - 2 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

21 It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings ; He gives wisdom
to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding. 22 It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things;
He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him. 23 To You, O God of my fathers, I give
thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and power; Even now You have made known to me what we
requested of You, For You have made known to us the king’s matter.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He stopped and worshiped—blessing God’s name, praising Him as the one who changes times and
removes and establishes kings, and thanking Him for revealing the mystery—before he went
anywhere near the king.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Luke 17:15-16  Of ten lepers healed, only one “turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice… giving
thanks to Him.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that Daniel praised before he published. The answer that would save his life did not send him
running to the palace; it sent him to his knees.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that Daniel’s prayer is theology, not just gratitude—he praises God for who He is over
history before thanking Him for what He did in a night.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel had every reason to hurry. Men were being rounded up and killed, and he was holding the one thing
that could stop it. He worshiped anyway. Urgency is the most respectable excuse we have for skipping
thanksgiving, and Daniel refused it with a sword already drawn.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

When the answer finally comes, do I stop to thank God—or do I immediately start spending it?

8 Before Daniel explained the dream to King Nebuchadnezzar, whom did he credit as the
revealer of the dream’s meaning (verse 28)?

P. 41

D a n i e l  2 : 2 7 - 2 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “As for the mystery  about which the king has inquired, neither
wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to declare it to the king. 28 However, there is a God in
heaven who reveals mysteries , and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the 

latter days . This was your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed.
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

He credited God—“there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries”—and made a point of saying first
that no wise man, conjurer, magician, or diviner could have done it.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 2:30  “this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in
any other living man…”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati emphasizes that Daniel took the credit off himself twice—once from his profession and once from his
own gifting—before he said a word about the statue.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that Daniel’s disclaimer was not false modesty but accurate reporting. He genuinely had no
ability the other men lacked; he had access they did not.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel was standing before a man who had just ordered mass executions and who was about to be told he
was the head of gold. That is the moment most men would take the win. Daniel spent his first sentence
making sure the king could not possibly credit him.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

In my last success, did I make it hard or easy for people to give me the credit?
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G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement II · A Prayer Meeting That Changed History

Questions 5 to 8 asked what Daniel did, what he asked his friends, how he responded to the revelation, and
whom he credited. The Deep Dive adds the Aramaic behind discretion and discernment, the song of verses
20–23 line by line,  and the three teachers on a man who worshiped before the outcome was safe and
refused the credit twice.

“14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to Arioch, the captain of the king’s
bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he said to Arioch, the king’s
commander, “For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?” 15 Then Arioch informed
Daniel about the matter. 16 So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him
time, in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king. 17 Then Daniel went to his
house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, about the matter, 18 so that
they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that
Daniel and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then
the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.”

D A N I E L  2 : 1 4 – 1 9

עטֵָּא וטְּעםֵ
ETA U-TE’EM · “DISCRETION AND
DISCERNMENT”

Eta is  counsel,  prudence;  te’em,  judgment,  good sense.  Daniel  does  not
panic and does not protest. He asks the executioner a question, learns the
facts, and asks the king for time — the very thing the king had refused the
Chaldeans.  Then he goes home and calls  a  prayer meeting:  four young
men  asking  “compassion  (rachamin,  tender  mercies)  from  the  God  of
heaven  concerning  this  mystery.”  The  answer  comes  as  revelation,  not
research: “the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati draws attention to the order: Daniel speaks with wisdom to Arioch, gains time, and then prays.
The first move of the man of God under a death sentence is not strategy but intercession — and not
alone. He reads the four friends on their knees as the pattern God has used for Israel in every exile: a
remnant  that  prays  when  the  empire  has  no  answer.  The  empire’s  crisis  became  the  remnant’s
opportunity.

DANIEL 2:14–30 · Tact with the executioner, four men on their knees, a night vision, a song — and not one
word of credit kept
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur  notes  what  Daniel  did  not  do:  he  did  not  run,  lie,  bargain,  or  despair.  He  acted  with
discernment, he asked for time, and he asked God. The prayer is specific — compassion concerning
this mystery — and it is corporate. He observes that the revelation came at night, when Daniel had done
all he could and nothing more; the God who troubled the king’s sleep used Daniel’s to answer.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik quotes Strauss — “In prayer meetings such as this history has been made” — and walks Daniel’s
composure: tact, information, time, prayer. He stresses that the mystery was revealed, not figured out.
There was nothing to study; there was only a God to ask. He also notes that Daniel asked the king for
the one thing the Chaldeans had been denied, and got it — a hint, already, of the favor God had given
him in chapter 1.

“20 Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; Daniel said, “ Let the name of God be blessed forever
and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him. 21 It is He who changes the times and the
epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And
knowledge to men of understanding. 22 It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He
knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him. 23 To You, O God of my fathers, I
give thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and power; Even now You have made
known to me what we requested of You, For You have made known to us the king’s matter.””

D A N I E L  2 : 2 0 – 2 3

מְהעַדְּהֵ מַלכְִין ומְּהָּקֵים

מַלכְִין
MEHADEH MALKHIN U-MEHAQEIM MALKHIN
· “HE REMOVES KINGS AND ESTABLISHES
KINGS”

Daniel worships before he goes to the king. His song is the theology of the
whole  book:  God  changes  the  times  and  the  epochs  (iddanayya  ve-
zimnayya) — history is not random; He removes and establishes kings — no
ruler  rules  on his  own;  He gives  wisdom — it  is  a  gift;  He reveals  the
hidden — “the light dwells with Him.” And notice the pronouns at the end:
“what we requested … made known to us.” Daniel credits the answer to the
four of them praying.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  reads verses 20–23 as the confession Israel needed in exile and needs today: the God who
removed Judah’s  kings  and established Babylon’s  is  the  same God who will  remove Babylon’s  and
establish His Messiah’s. He notes that Daniel blesses God for the answer before he has delivered it —
worship  is  not  withheld  until  the  outcome  is  safe  —  and  that  the  song  will  be  quoted  back  by
Nebuchadnezzar himself in chapter 4.
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur calls this one of the great doxologies of Scripture and reads it  line by line as doctrine:
providence  over  history,  sovereignty  over  rulers,  grace  in  wisdom,  omniscience  in  the  dark.  He
underlines “He removes kings and establishes kings” as the verse that governs Romans 13 and every
election — and the “we” and “us” of verse 23 as the humility that will mark Daniel before the king.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik lays the four lines out — times and epochs (Acts 17:26),  kings (Romans 13:1;  Proverbs 21:1),
wisdom (James 1:5), hidden things (Psalm 139:12) — and notes that Daniel’s first act after revelation is
praise, not performance. He also catches the plural in verse 23: the man who alone received the vision
credits the men who prayed with him. That is the Daniel who will remember his friends again at the
end of the chapter.

“24 Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of
Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon! Take me
into the king’s presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king.” 25 Then Arioch
hurriedly brought Daniel into the king’s presence and spoke to him as follows: “I have found a
man among the exiles from Judah who can make the interpretation known to the king!” 26 The
king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the
dream which I have seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “As
for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians nor
diviners are able to declare it to the king. 28 However, there is a God in heaven who reveals
mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter
days. This was your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed. 29 As for you, O king,
while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and He who
reveals mysteries has made known to you what will take place. 30 But as for me, this mystery
has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man,
but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may
understand the thoughts of your mind.”

D A N I E L  2 : 2 4 – 3 0

ָּּלאֵ ָּּא ג אִיתַי אֱלָּהּ בִּש�ְמַי

זיִן רָּ
ITAI ELAH BISHMAYYA GALEI RAZIN ·
“THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN WHO
REVEALS MYSTERIES”

Arioch rushes in to take credit: “I have found a man.” The king asks, “Are
you able?” Daniel’s first word is no — no wise man can — and his second is
the sermon of  the chapter:  there is  a  God in heaven who reveals  (gela,
uncovers) mysteries (razin). The dream concerns “the latter days.” And the
credit is refused outright: “not for any wisdom residing in me more than in
any other living man.” True humility does not deny the gift; it points to the
Giver (1 Corinthians 4:7).
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati stops on “the latter days.” Before the king hears a word of the dream he is told what it is about:
the end of the age. The God of Israel has given a Gentile emperor the outline of history to its finish, and
a Jewish captive is the one who can read it. For Tsarfati that is the posture of Israel among the nations
— the people who hold the key to the world’s future and are usually the last ones the world asks.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“Not for any wisdom residing in me.” MacArthur reads verses 27–30 as the model of a servant who will
not be used as a trophy — not by Arioch, not by the king, not by himself. Daniel removes himself from
the sentence twice before he says the dream once. And “there is a God in heaven” is the thesis of the
whole chapter addressed to the most powerful man on earth: above you there is a throne, and it is not
empty.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the contrast between Arioch’s “I have found” and Daniel’s “God in heaven,” and reads the
king’s question — “are you able?” — as the question every believer is asked by the world in a crisis.
Daniel’s answer, he says, is the only honest one: I am not, and He is. He also notes verse 29: the dream
came  because  the  king  had  been  lying  awake  wondering  about  the  future,  and  God  answered  a
question the king had not yet asked out loud.

F I G U R E  2  ·  W H A T  D A N I E L  D I D  U N D E R  A  D E A T H  S E N T E N C E  —  S I X  M O V E S ,  A N D  T H E  S O N G  T H A T  F O L L O W E D  ( 2 : 1 4 – 2 3 )

01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 31–43

W H A T D A N I E L D I D U N D E R A D E A T H S E N T E N C E · D A N I E L 2 : 1 4 – 2 3

No panic, no protest, no bargain, no despair — and a prayer meeting with three friends. “In prayer meetings such as this history has been made.”

TACT

v. 14

“discretion and discernment”
to the executioner —

a question, not a protest

INFORMATION

v. 15

Arioch tells him the facts;
Daniel learns before

he acts

TIME

v. 16

He asks the king for the one
thing the Chaldeans were

refused — and gets it

PRAYER

vv. 17–18

Four men asking compassion
from the God of heaven

“concerning this mystery”

REVELATION

v. 19

“revealed … in a night
vision” — not research;

nothing to study, only to ask

WORSHIP

vv. 20–23

Blessed God before he
went to the king — and
in the plural: “we,” “us”

D A N I E L ’ S S O N G · v v . 2 0 – 2 3 — T H E T H E O L O G Y O F T H E W H O L E B O O K

He changes the times and the epochs
history is not random · Acts 17:26

He removes kings and establishes kings
no ruler rules on his own · Romans 13:1; Proverbs 21:1

He gives wisdom to wise men
wisdom is a gift · James 1:5

He reveals the profound and hidden things
nothing is dark to Him · Psalm 139:12
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9 Give a brief summary of what Nebuchadnezzar saw in the dream (verses 31-35). P. 42

D a n i e l  2 : 3 1 - 3 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

31 You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large and of
extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. 32 The head of that
statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver , its belly and its thighs of bronze, 33 its 

legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

D a n i e l  2 : 3 4 - 3 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

34 You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron
and clay and crushed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the
same time and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not
a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole
earth.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He saw one enormous, splendid, terrifying statue—head of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and
thighs of bronze, legs of iron, feet part iron and part clay—struck on the feet by a stone cut out
without hands, and the whole statue crushed to chaff and blown away while the stone became a
mountain filling the whole earth.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:25  The same divine method: the final king “will be broken without human agency.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the metals descend in value and ascend in hardness—each kingdom is less glorious and more
brutal than the one before it. That is history’s actual direction, not upward.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out the stone strikes the feet, the last phase, not the head. God’s kingdom does not arrive by
gradually improving the statue; it arrives by demolishing it at the end.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The whole statue collapses at once—iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold “crushed all at the same time.”
Babylon had been gone for centuries by the time Rome fell, yet the dream treats them as one structure with
one ending. Human government is a single thing in God’s accounting, and it has a single demolition date.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I secretly believe the world is being slowly improved, when Scripture says it is being replaced?
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10 What did Daniel say the dream revealed about Nebuchadnezzar himself (verses 37-38)? P. 43

D a n i e l  2 : 3 7 - 3 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

37 You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the
strength and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky,
He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

That he was the king of kings and the head of gold—but that every bit of his kingdom, power,
strength, and glory had been given to him by the God of heaven.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 4:17  “the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes
And sets over it the lowliest of men.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the phrase repeated three times in two verses—“has given,” “has given,” “has caused.” Daniel
let him keep the title and took away the ownership.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati observes that Nebuchadnezzar heard only the gold. Two chapters later he is on the roof admiring
“Babylon the great, which I myself have built,” and God takes his mind for “seven periods of time.”

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel gave the king the highest compliment in the chapter and the deepest correction in the chapter in the
same breath. “You are the head of gold” and “the God of heaven has given” are not two messages; they are
one. Every honest compliment has a giver behind it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What have I been given that I have started describing as something I built?

11 What did Daniel say about the kingdom that would rise after Nebuchadnezzar’s
kingdom (verse 39)?

P. 43

D a n i e l  2 : 3 9  ·  N A S B 9 5

39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which will
rule over all the earth.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

That it would be another kingdom, inferior to his, followed by a third kingdom of bronze that would
rule over all the earth.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 5:28  Medo-Persia named at Babylon’s fall: “your kingdom has been divided and given over to
the Medes and Persians.”
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes “inferior” cannot mean smaller or weaker—Medo-Persia was both larger and longer-lasting. It
means lesser in glory and in the absolute power of its king.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points to “after you.” Nebuchadnezzar was told, at the height of his reign, that there would be an after.
Every ruler is told this eventually; few are told it to their face.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Each empire in turn ruled more people and more territory than the one before it, yet the metals get cheaper
as they go. God measures kingdoms by something other than territory. By His scale, the empire that governs
the most people can still be the poorest one yet.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

By what measure am I calling my own life successful—and is it God’s measure or the world’s?

G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement III · The Statue and the Stone

The dream and the interpretation. For each: the text marked, the Aramaic that carries it (a single great
statue,  You are the head of gold,  a divided kingdom), and the three teachers on the metals that decline, the
kingdoms by name, and the toes that have not yet stood together.

“31 You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was
large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was
awesome. 32 The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver,
its belly and its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
34 You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on
its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the
gold were crushed all at the same time and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors;
and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck
the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.”

D A N I E L  2 : 3 1 – 3 5

DANIEL 2:31–43 · Gold, silver, bronze, iron, iron and clay — four kingdoms and a divided fifth form, read
from the head down
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צְלםֵ חדַ ש�ַגיִּא
TSELEM CHAD SAGGI · “A SINGLE GREAT
STATUE”

Tselem, an image — the same word for the golden image of chapter 3. One
statue, four metals: a head of fine gold, breast and arms of silver, belly and
thighs of bronze, legs of iron, feet of iron and clay. The metals  decline in
value and increase in hardness from the head down; the statue is top-heavy
and stands on its weakest part. Then the stone, “cut out without hands” (di-
la bidayin, “not by hands,” by no human agency), strikes the feet, and the
whole image becomes chaff — and the stone becomes a mountain that fills
the earth.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati reads the statue as the times of the Gentiles in one image: the empires that rule the world from
Nebuchadnezzar until Messiah, seen as one man because they are one system. He draws attention to
where the stone strikes — the feet, the last form — and to what happens to the gold: it is crushed with
the iron, “all at the same time.” The kingdoms do not fall one by one; the whole Gentile order is ended
in one blow at the end of the age. Then the mountain: Isaiah 2, the Lord’s house on the top of the
mountains, the kingdom from Jerusalem.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the obvious thing first: the statue is a man, and the kingdoms of the world are man’s
glory as man sees it — splendid, awesome, and about to be dust. He reads the descent of the metals as
the Bible’s verdict on human progress: harder, cheaper, more divided. And the stone is the point of the
dream. No hands cut it; no empire is replaced by a better empire; the kingdom of God does not evolve
out of the kingdoms of men. It crushes them and takes their place.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik calls the sequence devolution, not evolution: gold to silver to bronze to iron to clay. He also notes
the physics — the statue is heaviest at the top and weakest at the bottom, and a stone to the feet is
enough. On the stone he gathers the texts:  the stone the builders rejected (Psalm 118:22; Matthew
21:42–44),  the  stumbling  stone  (Isaiah  8:14),  the  tested  cornerstone  (Isaiah  28:16).  The  stone  is  a
Person. And “not a trace of them was found”: the end of the Gentile empires is not reform but removal.
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“36 This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 You, O king, are the
king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and
the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky,
He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of
gold. 39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of
bronze, which will rule over all the earth. 40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as
iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will
crush and break all these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and
partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch
as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. 42 As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and
partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle. 43 And in
that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another in the seed of
men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery.”

D A N I E L  2 : 3 6 – 4 3

אַנתְְּ־הואּ רֵאש�ָּה דּיִ

דהֲַבָּא
ANT-HU RESHAH DI DAHAVA · “YOU ARE
THE HEAD OF GOLD”

Daniel names only the first kingdom. The rest are identified by history and
by Daniel’s own later visions (8:20–21):  gold,  Babylon (605–539 BC), one
man’s absolute rule; silver, Medo-Persia (539–331), larger but “inferior,” its
king bound by his own laws (6:8, 15);  bronze, Greece (331–), Alexander’s
empire that “will rule over all the earth”; iron, Rome, crushing everything,
lasting centuries; iron and clay, a final divided form of the fourth — strong
and brittle,  mixing and never adhering.  Critics  make the four Babylon,
Media,  Persia  and Greece  to  keep the  prophecy  short  of  Rome;  Daniel
himself treats Medo-Persia as one (5:28; 8:20).

מַלכְוּ פלְיִגָּה
MALKHU PELIGAH · “A DIVIDED
KINGDOM”

The feet and toes: iron mixed with “common clay” (chasaph tina, potter’s
clay, mire). “They will combine with one another in the seed of men; but
they will not adhere.” The toes parallel the ten horns of 7:7, 24 and the ten
kings of Revelation 17:12 — a form of the fourth kingdom that nothing in
Rome’s  history matches:  ten rulers  together,  strong and brittle  at  once,
crushed by the stone in one blow. Most who read Daniel with Revelation
see it still ahead.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati walks the kingdoms by name — Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome — and then stops at the
toes. Rome was never succeeded by a fifth empire; it broke up and lives on in the nations of Europe and
the Mediterranean, iron and clay, strong and fragile, forever trying to combine and never adhering.
For Tsarfati the ten toes are the ten kings of Revelation 17 — a confederation out of the old Roman
world under the Antichrist — and the fact that the stone strikes there means the statue is still standing.
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“The God of heaven has given the kingdom.” MacArthur notes that Daniel tells the greatest king on
earth that his power is a grant — the same word that will govern chapter 4 — before he tells him the
empire will be replaced. He reads the sequence of kingdoms as the proof of the book’s inspiration:
Daniel, writing under Babylon, describes the rise and character of three empires that did not yet exist.
And the clay: human government ends not in strength but in a mixture that will not hold.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik supplies the dates and the characters of each kingdom and notes the detail that proves the order:
silver is inferior not in size but in sovereignty — Persia was bigger than Babylon and its king was bound
by his own decrees (6:8). On the toes he is careful: some faithful interpreters see the stone as Christ’s
first coming and the church as the mountain; he answers that the church has not yet crushed the
world’s kingdoms in one blow, and quotes Heslop: “Smashing is not salvation.” The stone’s blow is still
future.

F I G U R E  3  ·  T H E  F O U R  K I N G D O M S  O N  O N E  L I N E  —  F R O M  T H E  D R E A M  I N  6 0 3  B C  T O  T H E  F A L L  O F  R O M E

01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 44–49

12 What did Daniel say about Earth’s final kingdom (verse 44)? P. 44

D a n i e l  2 : 4 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself
endure forever.

T H E F O U R K I N G D O M S O N O N E L I N E · F R O M T H E D R E A M T O T H E F A L L O F R O M E
Daniel dreamed it in 603 BC under the first kingdom; three of the four did not yet exist. The toes are not on this line.

GOLD
605–539

SILVER · MEDIA–PERSIA
539–331

BRONZE · GREECE
331–146

IRON · ROME
146 BC – AD 476

600 500 400 300 200 100 BC | AD 100 200 300 400 500

603 BC · THE DREAM
Babylon, the head of gold;

second year of the king (2:1)

539 BC
Babylon falls to Cyrus

(Daniel 5)

331 BC
Alexander breaks Persia

at Gaugamela (8:5–7)

146 BC
Rome takes Greece;
iron absorbs bronze

AD 476
The western empire
ends — no fifth beast

T H E F E E T A N D T O E S · v v . 4 1 – 4 3 — O F F T H E E N D O F T H I S L I N E

Rome was never replaced by a fifth empire; it broke up and lives on in the nations of the old Roman world — iron and clay, strong and brittle, combining and never adhering.

The ten toes parallel the ten horns of 7:7, 24 and the ten kings of Revelation 17:12 — a confederation that has not yet stood together. The stone strikes there (v. 34).

Critics shorten the four to Babylon, Media, Persia, Greece to keep the prophecy short of Rome; Daniel himself counts Medo-Persia as one (5:28; 8:20).
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D a n i e l  2 : 4 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

45 Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in
the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

That the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, will never pass to another
people, will crush and end all the other kingdoms, and will itself endure forever.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Luke 1:32-33  “the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati identifies the stone as Messiah and the timing as “in the days of those kings”—the final form of the
fourth kingdom, still ahead of us.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the three negatives stacked in one verse: never destroyed, never handed to another people,
never ending. Every human kingdom fails at all three.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

“It will not be left for another people.” Every other kingdom in the dream ended by being inherited—handed
off, taken over, absorbed. This one has no successor because it has no end. That is a category difference, not
a size difference.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I investing my life in something that will be handed off, or in the one thing that will not?

13 What was Nebuchadnezzar’s response to Daniel? And what did he say about Daniel’s
God (verses 46-49)?

P. 45

D a n i e l  2 : 4 6 - 4 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel , and gave orders to present to him an
offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely your God is a God of gods and a
Lord of kings  and a revealer of mysteries , since you have been able to reveal this mystery.”

D a n i e l  2 : 4 8 - 4 9  ·  N A S B 9 5

48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole
province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made request of the king,
and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while
Daniel was at the king’s court.
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

He fell on his face before Daniel, ordered an offering presented to him, called Daniel’s God “a God of
gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries,” and then promoted Daniel to rule the whole
province of Babylon and be chief prefect over all its wise men.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 3:1  One chapter later he builds a golden image ninety feet high—the confession of chapter 2
did not become conversion.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur cautions against reading verse 47 as saving faith. “A God of gods” is the language of a polytheist
adding an impressive name to his collection, not of a man who has abandoned the others.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes what Daniel did with his promotion: his first recorded act was to request positions for his three
friends. He used the top of the ladder to send it back down.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Notice what Daniel requested and what the king did. Daniel made the request; the king made the
appointments. Daniel had just been handed a province and did not treat it as his to distribute—he asked.
Power he had held for five minutes did not change how he related to authority.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

When I gain something, does anyone else gain with me—and do I still ask, or have I started assuming?

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  2 7



G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement IV · A Kingdom That Will Never Be
Destroyed

The kingdom and the king’s response. The Aramaic for  a kingdom which will  never be destroyed and  did
homage,  and the three teachers  on a  kingdom that  replaces  rather  than evolves,  a  confession that  got
everything right except the object, and a promoted man who remembered his friends.

“44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be
destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to
all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver
and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so 

the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.””
D A N I E L  2 : 4 4 – 4 5

מַלכְוּ דּיִ לעְָּלמְִין לָּא

תִתְחבַַּל
MALKHU DI LE-ALMIN LA TITCHABBAL ·
“A KINGDOM WHICH WILL NEVER BE
DESTROYED”

“In the days of those kings” — the kings of the toes — the God of heaven
sets up a kingdom (malkhu) that will never be destroyed (chabal, harmed,
ruined),  will  not  be  left  to  another  people,  will  crush  and  end  all  the
others,  and  will  endure  forever  (alam).  It  does  not  grow  out  of  the
kingdoms of men; it replaces them. And Daniel closes with the seal: “the
dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati reads verse 44 as the promise the whole book of Daniel is built to deliver: a literal kingdom, set
up by God, in the days of a literal confederation of kings, on this earth, under Israel’s Messiah — the
kingdom Gabriel promised Mary, “of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:33), and the seventh
trumpet announces (Revelation 11:15). He insists on “in the days of those kings”: the stone falls on the
toes, not on the iron legs, and the toes have not yet stood together.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur hears in verse 44 the certainty of the kingdom and the sovereignty of the One who sets it
up: not left to another people, not succeeded, not improved upon — forever. He reads the stone as
Christ at His coming, and the mountain as His reign, and the crushing as the end of every pretender.
And he notes the last line: Daniel does not ask the king to believe him; he tells him the interpretation is
trustworthy because the God who gave it is.

DANIEL 2:44–49 · In the days of those kings — the God of heaven sets up His own, and a king falls on his
face before the wrong one

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  2 8



D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik puts verse 44 beside Revelation 11:15 — “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of
our Lord and of His Christ” — and Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom come,” and observes that the prayer
Jesus taught is a prayer for Daniel 2:44. He stresses “will not be left for another people”: there is no
sixth empire. The kingdom of God is not one more turn of the wheel; it is the end of the wheel.

“46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to
present to him an offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely
your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have
been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great
gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the
wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was at
the king’s court.”

D A N I E L  2 : 4 6 – 4 9

סְגדִ
SEGID · “DID HOMAGE”

The king  falls  on  his  face  and worships  — the  wrong one.  Daniel,  not
Daniel’s God, receives the offering and the incense; the text does not say
Daniel accepted them. The king’s confession is true and shallow: “your God
is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries.” He has
the right doctrine of Daniel’s God and no relationship with Him; chapter 3
will prove it. Then the promotion — and Daniel remembers the three who
prayed with him.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes the king’s theology is exactly right — God of gods, Lord of kings, revealer of mysteries —
and his worship exactly wrong, aimed at the messenger. That is the Gentile world’s response to Israel’s
God through most of history: impressed, generous, and bowing to the wrong thing. He also reads verse
49 for what it will cost: the three friends set over the province of Babylon are the three men on the
plain of Dura in the next chapter.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur reads the king’s confession as the first of three in the book — chapter 2, chapter 3, chapter 4
— each one truer than the last, and this one still “your God.” Knowing that God reveals mysteries is not
the same as bowing to Him; it took a seven-year humbling to close the gap. And he points to Daniel’s
request for his friends as the mark of the humble man: promoted to the top of the empire, his first act
is to lift the men who knelt with him.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik is wry about verse 46: the king worships Daniel,  and the book moves on without comment,
because what matters is verse 47. He notes that Nebuchadnezzar got everything right except the object.
Then he closes with verse 49 — Daniel at the king’s court, his friends over the province — and the
observation that  the whole chapter  began with four young men on a  kill  list  and ends with them
running Babylon, because they prayed.

F I G U R E  4  ·  T H E  S T O N E  C U T  W I T H O U T  H A N D S  —  W H O  T H E  S T O N E  I S ,  A C R O S S  S C R I P T U R E

F I G U R E  5  ·  T H E  S A M E  S T O R Y  T W I C E  —  T H E  S T A T U E  O F  D A N I E L  2  B E S I D E  T H E  B E A S T S  O F  D A N I E L  7

T H E S T O N E C U T W I T H O U T H A N D S · W H O T H E S T O N E I S , A C R O S S S C R I P T U R E

Jesus quoted the rejected-stone psalm the week He was crucified and added Daniel’s crushing to it — which settles who the stone is

THE STONE THE FULFILLMENT

Cut out without hands
DANIEL 2:34, 45 · no human agency — God’s work, not man’s

a virgin shall conceive
Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:35

The stone the builders rejected
PSALM 118:22 · Israel’s leaders refused Him

“this became the chief corner stone”
Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11

A stone to strike, a rock to stumble over
ISAIAH 8:14 · to both houses of Israel

“they stumbled over the stumbling stone”
Romans 9:32–33

A tested stone, a costly cornerstone
ISAIAH 28:16 · laid in Zion for a foundation

“he who believes in Him will not be disappointed”
1 Peter 2:6

On whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust
MATTHEW 21:44 · Jesus adds Daniel’s crushing to the psalm

the statue “like chaff … the wind carried them away”
Daniel 2:35

A great mountain that filled the whole earth
DANIEL 2:35 · the kingdom that replaces every kingdom

“the kingdom of the world has become …”
Revelation 11:15

“Smashing is not salvation” (Heslop, in Guzik): the church has not yet crushed the world’s kingdoms in one blow — the stone’s strike is still ahead.

T H E S A M E S T O R Y T W I C E · T H E S T A T U E O F D A N I E L 2 A N D T H E B E A S T S O F D A N I E L 7

A pagan king sees the empires as a splendid man of metal; the prophet sees the same empires as animals out of the sea. Same four, same stone.

DANIEL 2 · AS THE KING SAW IT DANIEL 7 · AS GOD SHOWED IT THE EMPIRE

Head of gold A lion with eagle’s wings Babylon

Breast and arms of silver A bear raised up on one side Media–Persia

Belly and thighs of bronze A leopard with four wings and four heads Greece

Legs of iron A fourth beast, dreadful, with iron teeth Rome

Feet and ten toes of iron and clay Ten horns, and a little horn among them Its last form — the ten kings and the Antichrist

A stone cut out without hands; a mountain One like a Son of Man, with the clouds; the
saints possess the kingdom

The kingdom of God, forever

Chapter 2 opens the Aramaic section with the statue; chapter 7 closes it with the beasts. Chapters 8 and 11 will name the middle kingdoms; Revelation will end the story.
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P A R T  T W O  ·  D I S C O V E R I N G  D A N I E L  ·  L E S S O N  2

D A N I E L  2  ·  W H A T  I T  M E A N S ,  W H E R E  E L S E  I T  I S  T A U G H T ,  H O W  I  L I V E  I T

Analyze,
Compare, Execute
With the dream captured and the Deep Dive read, the workbook turns to meaning:
why the wise men failed, what Daniel’s prayer teaches about God, what each metal
represents, who rules the final kingdom and how long it lasts, how Daniel rose from
the kill list to the top, and the character that carried him — then Joseph before
Pharaoh, what God says about sorcery, the psalms of trust, and how to pray first
and give God the credit.

I N  T H I S  P A R T

Analyze the Message — eleven questions with Discovering Daniel: the wise men,
Daniel’s prayer, the head of gold, the three kingdoms, the final kingdom, its King
and its length, Daniel’s rise and his character
Compare — Genesis 41 and Joseph; Leviticus, Isaiah and Jeremiah on sorcery;
Psalms 4, 23, 27 and 37 on trust
Execute — Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah; Philippians 4 and Proverbs 3; Matthew 6:19–
20; giving God the credit (Daniel 2:23; Deuteronomy 8:17–18)
Closing Thoughts, and the study helps that close the book

• 

• 

• 

• 
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02 ANALYZE THE MESSAGE
What does it say and mean?
Using both my Bible and my copy of Discovering Daniel.

1 Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men included magicians, astrologers, and sorcerers.
Interpreting dreams and divining the future was part of their job. But what did the
king do to put them to the test (see page 41 of Discovering Daniel)?

P. 41

D a n i e l  2 : 5 - 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

5 The king replied to the Chaldeans, “The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream
and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap. 6 But if
you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor;
therefore declare to me the dream and its interpretation.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He refused to tell them the dream and demanded they produce both the dream itself and its meaning
—removing the raw material they normally worked from and making bluffing impossible.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 47:13  “Let now the astrologers, Those who prophesy by the stars, Those who predict by the
new moons, Stand up and save you from what will come upon you.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  explains that Nebuchadnezzar designed a test  no fraud could survive.  Anyone can interpret;  only
someone with a real line to heaven can retrieve what was never told to him.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik adds that the king offered both extremes—dismemberment or “gifts and a reward and great honor.”
Neither the threat nor the bribe could manufacture an ability they did not have.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

This is one of the few times in Scripture a pagan king does exactly the right thing. He applied a falsifiable
test to a religious claim. God did not rebuke him for it—God answered it. Genuine revelation has never been
afraid of a real test.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Would what I claim to know about God survive a test I could not prepare for?

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  3 2



2 The wise men told Nebuchadnezzar they could not give the king the details and
interpretation of his dream. What do you think God wanted Nebuchadnezzar to realize
about his wise men?

P. 41

D a n i e l  2 : 1 0 - 1 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the
king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or
Chaldean. 11 Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could declare
it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

That the men he had trusted with his kingdom’s future were empty—and that by their own confession
the only one who could answer was a God who does not live with men, which set up the revelation
that there is a God in heaven who does speak to men.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 44:25  God is the one “Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise men to draw back And
turning their knowledge into foolishness.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes God emptied the room before He filled it. The wise men had to be publicly exhausted so that
when Daniel spoke there was no competing explanation.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out the unintentional prophecy in verse 11: the Chaldeans said only a god not dwelling with
flesh could answer—and the answer came through a man in whom that God dwelt.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The wise men were right about everything except the conclusion. Their diagnosis was accurate—no man on
earth can do this— and their despair was the correct response to their own religion. What they could not
imagine was a God willing to close the distance.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Where have I accepted a limit as final when the real answer was that I was asking the wrong source?

3 When Daniel and his friends heard the troubling news that a kill order had gone out on
the wise men —including them—how did they respond, and who did they turn to for
help (see page 42 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 42

D a n i e l  2 : 1 7 - 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

17 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, about the matter, 
18 so that they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel
and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

They did not run, negotiate, or panic—they gathered and prayed, turning to the God of heaven and
asking Him for compassion.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 2 Chronicles 20:12  Jehoshaphat’s prayer: “we are powerless before this great multitude… nor do we
know what to do, but our eyes are on You.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati emphasizes that prayer was their first move and not their last resort. That order is what separates
Daniel from almost everyone else in the chapter.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes they asked for “compassion” from God rather than for an outcome—they left the shape of the
rescue to Him.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel had already been to Arioch and already been to the king before he went to his house to pray. He was
not passive; he moved fast and acted wisely. But every action he took was aimed at buying room for the
prayer, not at replacing it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Is prayer where I start, or where I end up after my own options run out?

4 In Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 2:20-23, what do we learn about God? P. 42

D a n i e l  2 : 2 0 - 2 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

20 Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; Daniel said, “ Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever , For 
wisdom and power belong to Him. 21 It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and

establishes kings ; He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding. 22 It is He who
reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

That wisdom and power belong to Him, that He controls history by changing times and removing and
establishing kings, that every bit of human wisdom is a gift from Him, that He reveals what is hidden,
and that He sees into the darkness because light dwells with Him.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Job 12:22  “He reveals mysteries from the darkness And brings the deep darkness into light.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the pairing of wisdom and power. God knows what should be done and is able to do it—two
things that almost never occur together in human government.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that  Daniel  praises  God for  removing kings while  standing inside a  kingdom about  to  be
removed. He worshiped the truth that put his own address on notice.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

“The light dwells with Him.” Daniel does not say God shines a light into the darkness from a distance; he
says light lives where God lives. There is no dark corner God has to travel to in order to see. He never learns
anything.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I keeping in the dark, as if there were somewhere God has not already been?

5 In his dream, Nebuchadnezzar saw a statue. What did the first kingdom—the head of
gold— represent (see page 49 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 49

D a n i e l  2 : 3 7 - 3 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

37 You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the
strength and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky,
He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.

a. What was the good news about the head of gold (see page 50)?

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The good news was that he was the head of gold—the most valuable metal on the statue, an
empire of genuine splendor, and God said so to his face.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Jeremiah 27:6  God calls him “Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant”—his authority was
real because it was granted.

b. What was the bad news (see page 50)?

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The bad news was that he was only the head—his empire had an expiration date, another
kingdom was coming after him, and gold is the softest metal on the statue.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 5:26  “God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it.”—spoken to Babylon’s last
king.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes Babylon was gold in the way that mattered to Nebuchadnezzar—splendor, wealth, absolute rule
concentrated in one man. No later empire ever matched that concentration.

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that gold sits at the top precisely because everything after it is a decline. The dream is a
downward staircase, and the king was standing on the highest step.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Being told you are the best is only good news if you assume there is no “after you.” Nebuchadnezzar was
handed the highest compliment and the shortest lease in the same sentence, and the record shows he only
heard one of them.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Which half of what God has told me about myself do I actually repeat back?

6 What did the next three kingdoms represent (see page 51 in Discovering Daniel)? P. 51

D a n i e l  2 : 3 9 - 4 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which will
rule over all the earth. 40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and
shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The silver was Medo-Persia, the bronze was Greece, and the iron was Rome—each one ruling in turn
exactly as Daniel said, and each less glorious but more brutal than the one before.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:20-21  Gabriel names two of them outright: the ram is “the kings of Media and Persia,” the
goat is “the kingdom of Greece.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  points  out  that  Daniel  later  names Medo-Persia  and Greece explicitly  in chapters  5  and 8,  which
removes the guesswork from the middle of the statue.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the fourth kingdom gets more description than the other three combined—iron, then iron mixed
with clay, then toes. The dream slows down where history is still running.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Two chest-and-arms, one belly, two legs, ten toes—the statue keeps dividing as it descends. Power starts
concentrated in one head and ends scattered across ten toes that will not hold together. Every empire’s
trajectory is toward fragmentation, and the dream drew that before Persia even existed.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Where is something in my own life dividing that I have been telling myself is still whole?

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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7 What did the fifth or final kingdom represent (see page 52 in Discovering Daniel)? P. 52

D a n i e l  2 : 4 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself
endure forever.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The stone cut out without hands is the kingdom of God—Messiah’s kingdom—which does not evolve
out of the fourth kingdom but breaks in from outside it and replaces all of them permanently.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 9:7  “There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of
David and over his kingdom…”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur  stresses  “cut  out  without  hands.”  The  fifth  kingdom  is  not  built  by  human  effort,  reform,  or
evangelistic success; it is quarried by God and arrives as an act of God.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes the stone becomes a mountain filling the whole earth—not a spiritual influence but a literal,
global, physical reign.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The stone does not sit alongside the statue and slowly win converts. It strikes, and the statue is gone.
Whatever else the millennium involves, the transition in this dream is a demolition and not a merger — the
kingdom arrives by replacing, not by improving.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I live like Christ’s kingdom is coming, or like it is my job to build it?

8 Who will rule this final kingdom (see Isaiah 11:10 and page 53 in Discovering Daniel)? P. 53

I s a i a h  1 1 : 1 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His
resting place will be glorious.

D a n i e l  2 : 4 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

45 Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in
the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

Jesus Christ—the root of Jesse, the promised Son of David—will rule it, and the nations will come to
Him.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Revelation 5:5  “the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to
open the book and its seven seals.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati connects the root of Jesse to the covenant with David—the final kingdom is not a new idea but the
keeping of a promise God made a thousand years before Daniel.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes “the nations will resort to” Him. The kingdom Daniel saw crush the nations is the same kingdom
the nations end up seeking.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Isaiah calls Him the root of Jesse, not the branch of Jesse. A descendant who is also the source. The one who
arrives at the end of the line turns out to be where the line came from, which is why His kingdom cannot be
inherited by anyone else.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Is Christ actually my king right now, or mainly my rescuer?

9 How long will this final kingdom endure (see Revelation 20:4-6 and page 54 in
Discovering Daniel)?

P. 54

R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Christ will reign on the earth a thousand years, and then the kingdom continues forever—Daniel says
it “will itself endure forever,” so the millennium is the beginning of it and not the length of it.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 1 Corinthians 15:24-25  “then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and
Father… For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.”

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes Revelation states the thousand years six times in six verses. Repetition that specific is not the
language of symbol.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out that believers do not merely live in that kingdom—they reign in it, as priests of God and of
Christ.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Hold Daniel 2:44 and Revelation 20 together and the arithmetic will not close: one says forever, the other
says a thousand years. They are not in conflict — the millennium is the visible, earthly phase of a reign that
does not end when it does. A thousand years is how it starts, not how long it lasts.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I living now like someone being trained to reign later?

10 Daniel went from being on the king’s kill list to being “ruler over the whole province of
Babylon and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon” (Daniel 2:48). Why
do you think God honored and protected Daniel, and put him in this position in
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom?

P. 55

D a n i e l  2 : 4 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole
province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Because Daniel had already proved faithful in private—refusing the king’s food in chapter 1, praying
instead of panicking here, and giving God the credit publicly—and because God needed a man inside
that palace for the next seventy years.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Luke 16:10  “He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much…”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the promotion was not a reward Daniel sought. He asked for compassion and time; God gave him
a province.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  observes  that  this  position is  why Daniel  is  present  for  every  chapter  that  follows—God was  not
decorating a faithful man, He was placing him.

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The promotion put Daniel over the very men he had just saved—magicians and astrologers whose entire
craft he had publicly discredited. God’s honoring of him was also an assignment to spend decades among
people who had reason to resent him. Elevation and difficulty arrived in the same envelope.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I asking God to move me somewhere, or asking Him what He put me here to do?

11 What three character traits do we see exhibited by Daniel in this account (see pages
56-57 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 56

D a n i e l  2 : 1 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment  to Arioch, the captain of the king’s bodyguard, who
had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he said to Arioch, the king’s commander, “For what reason is
the decree from the king so urgent?”

D a n i e l  2 : 3 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

30 But as for me, this mystery  has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any
other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may
understand the thoughts of your mind.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Composure under pressure—he answered the executioner with discretion and discernment;
dependence on God—he prayed before he acted and asked for compassion, not cleverness; and
humility—he refused the credit twice and handed it to God in front of the king.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Micah 6:8  “to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes these traits were not produced by the crisis; they were revealed by it. Daniel had been building
them since he turned down the king’s table as a teenager.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that Daniel’s humility was specific, not general. He did not say “I’m nothing”—he said the
revelation  was  not  owing  to  any  wisdom  in  him  more  than  in  any  other  living  man.  Accurate,  not  self-
deprecating.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Every one of these traits cost Daniel something in the moment. Composure meant not defending himself.
Dependence meant delay while men were dying. Humility meant handing away the credit for the greatest
professional achievement in Babylon’s history. Character is only visible when it is expensive.

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Which of these three would the people closest to me say I am weakest in?

03 COMPARE THIS PASSAGE WITH THE REST OF SCRIPTURE
How is it supported elsewhere in the Bible?
Letting Scripture interpret Scripture.

1 Read Genesis 41:39-41. How had the Pharaoh of Egypt responded when Joseph
interpreted his dream?

P. 57

G e n e s i s  4 1 : 3 9 - 4 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as
you are. You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in
the throne I will be greater than you.” Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He acknowledged that God had informed Joseph, declared no one as discerning and wise as he was,
and set him over all the land of Egypt—second only to the throne.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Genesis 41:16  Joseph’s own disclaimer first: “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable
answer.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes both Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar credited God with the interpretation and then promoted the
interpreter—pagan kings can recognize the hand of God without submitting to Him.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati observes that in both accounts the promotion came from the throne and the revelation came from
heaven. God used a foreign king’s gratitude to position His man.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Both Joseph and Daniel disclaimed the credit before they gave the interpretation, and both were promoted
anyway. The pattern is worth noticing: neither man’s advancement was slowed by refusing to take credit for
it. Handing glory to God has never cost anyone the position God intended them to have.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I believe deferring credit will cost me—and is that belief why I sometimes keep it?

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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2 What parallels do you see between Joseph and Daniel? P. 57

D a n i e l  2 : 2 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

28 However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries , and He has made known to King
Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days . This was your dream and the visions in your mind
while on your bed.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Both were young Hebrews taken far from home against their will, both stayed pure in a pagan court,
both refused the credit and pointed to God, both interpreted a foreign king’s troubling dream that no
one else could explain, and both were raised to second-in-command of the empire that had taken
them.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Genesis 50:20  “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring
about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  notes  both  men  were  placed  in  a  Gentile  empire  at  exactly  the  moment  their  people  needed  a
protector inside it—Joseph before the famine, Daniel through the exile.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur points out the deeper parallel:  neither man was rescued out of his captivity. God’s deliverance
came through the captivity, not around it.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Both stories begin with a betrayal that looks like the end of a calling. Joseph’s brothers and
Nebuchadnezzar’s army were the means God used to get each man to the exact place he needed to be. The
disaster was the transportation.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I still calling a detour that may turn out to have been the route?

3 Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men were sorcerers and astrologers. What does God say about
such practices and those who do them, according to the following passages?

P. 58

L e v i t i c u s  1 9 : 3 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

‘Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God.’

L e v i t i c u s  2 0 : 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

‘As for the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists, to play the harlot after them, I will also set My face
against that person and will cut him off from among his people.’

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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I s a i a h  4 4 : 2 4 - 2 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, “I, the LORD, am the maker
of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself And spreading out the earth all alone, Causing the omens of
boasters to fail, Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise men to draw back And turning their knowledge into
foolishness,”

J e r e m i a h  2 7 : 9 - 1 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

“But as for you, do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your soothsayers or your sorcerers
who speak to you, saying, ‘You will not serve the king of Babylon.’ For they prophesy a lie to you in order to
remove you far from your land; and I will drive you out and you will perish.”

a. Leviticus 19:31

I N  M Y  W O R D S

God forbids turning to mediums or spiritists at all, and says seeking them out defiles the person
who does it.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Deuteronomy 18:10-12  “For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD…”

b. Leviticus 20:6

I N  M Y  W O R D S

God calls it playing the harlot, and says He will set His face against that person and cut him off
from among his people.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 1 Chronicles 10:13  “So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD… and
also because he asked counsel of a medium, making inquiry of it…”

c. Isaiah 44:24-25

I N  M Y  W O R D S

God, who made everything by Himself, is the one who makes the omens fail and turns the
diviners’ knowledge into foolishness—He personally defeats them.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 47:14  “Behold, they have become like stubble, Fire burns them; They cannot deliver
themselves from the power of the flame…”

d. Jeremiah 27:9-10

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He tells His people not to listen to diviners and sorcerers at all, because they prophesy a lie that
leads to ruin.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Jeremiah 29:8-9  “Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive
you… For they prophesy falsely to you in My name…”

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  4 3



J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes God’s objection is not that the occult is powerless but that it is a rival—He calls it spiritual
adultery, which is the language of a betrayed covenant, not of a debunked trick.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that Daniel served in a court full of these men and neither joined them nor tried to reform
them. He simply had access to something they did not.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

In Daniel 2 God did not merely forbid the diviners—He humiliated them publicly and then spared their lives
through the man they could not match. Judgment and mercy landed on the same group in the same
afternoon. Being exposed by God is not the same as being abandoned by Him.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I consulting—horoscopes, feeds, gurus, my own gut—before I consult God?

4 Daniel and his friends trusted God to protect and deliver them. How do the following
passages increase your confidence in God’s care for His own, including you?

P. 58

P s a l m  4 : 3 ,  8  ·  N A S B 9 5

But know that the LORD has set apart the godly man for Himself; The LORD hears when I call to Him. … In
peace I will both lie down and sleep, For You alone, O LORD, make me to dwell in safety.

P s a l m  2 3 : 4 ,  6  ·  N A S B 9 5

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me. … Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

P s a l m  2 7 : 5 ,  1 3 - 1 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He
will lift me up on a rock. … I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the
LORD In the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the
LORD.

P s a l m  3 7 : 1 5 - 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

Their sword will enter their own heart, And their bows will be broken. Better is the little of the righteous Than
the abundance of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked will be broken, But the LORD sustains the righteous.
The LORD knows the days of the blameless, And their inheritance will be forever.

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T
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a. Psalm 4:3, 8

I N  M Y  W O R D S

God has set me apart for Himself and He hears me when I call—which is why I can lie down and
actually sleep with the thing unresolved.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Mark 4:38  Jesus asleep in the stern of the boat during the storm—the same peace, in a body.

b. Psalm 23:4, 6

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He does not keep me out of the valley; He walks through it with me, and goodness and
lovingkindness follow me all the way to His house.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Hebrews 13:6  “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO
ME?”

c. Psalm 27:5, 13-14

I N  M Y  W O R D S

In the day of trouble He hides me and lifts me up on a rock, and I am told plainly to wait for Him
and let my heart take courage.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 40:31  “Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength…”

d. Psalm 37:15-18

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The sword of the wicked ends up entering their own heart, the LORD sustains the righteous, He
knows my days by name, and my inheritance is forever.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Psalm 37:16  “Better is the little of the righteous Than the abundance of many wicked.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes Daniel and his friends slept that night on nothing but a promise. The mystery was revealed “in a
night vision,” which means they had gone to bed with the sentence still standing.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that every one of these psalms was written by a man in actual danger. This is not theoretical
comfort; it is field-tested.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Read what these four passages promise and what they do not. They promise His presence, His hearing, His
sustaining, and an inheritance that outlasts the trouble. Not one of them promises the valley will be
shortened. Daniel’s deliverance came the night before the deadline—not a day early.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Can I sleep tonight on something God has said but has not yet done?

04 EXECUTE
How does this affect my life?
Taking Daniel 2 off the page and into the week.

1 Can you think of two or three other individuals in the Old or New Testaments who
immediately turned to God for help in a crisis? What lessons can we learn from their
examples?

P. 58

2  C h r o n i c l e s  2 0 : 1 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

“O our God, will You not judge them? For we are powerless before this great multitude who are coming against
us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on You.”

2  K i n g s  1 9 : 1 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the
LORD and spread it out before the LORD.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Jehoshaphat prayed when an army was already marching on Judah, Hezekiah carried Sennacherib’s
threatening letter straight into the house of the LORD and spread it out before Him, and Peter cried
“Lord, save me!” the instant he began to sink—and the lesson in all three is that they went to God first,
with the crisis still unsolved, and told Him the truth about their helplessness.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Matthew 14:30  “But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
‘Lord, save me!’”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes Hezekiah did not summarize the letter or pray about it in general—he physically spread the
threat out in God’s presence. Specific prayer takes the problem seriously enough to name it.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that Jehoshaphat’s prayer ends by admitting he has no plan. “Nor do we know what to do” is
not a failure of leadership; it is the most honest thing in the chapter.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

None of these men prayed after trying everything else. That is the pattern, and it is the opposite of ours. We
tend to treat prayer as the thing we do once our own competence runs out, which quietly says that our
competence is the primary resource and God is the reserve.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What is the actual sequence when trouble hits my week—and what does that sequence say about who I am
trusting?

2 Why do you think prayer is a vital first step when it comes to facing life’s problems? P. 59

P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 6 - 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

P r o v e r b s  3 : 5 - 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Because prayer puts the problem in front of the only one who actually knows the whole situation and
can change it, and because it changes me first—it kills the panic, guards my heart, and stops me
leaning on my own understanding before I act.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E James 1:5  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and
without reproach, and it will be given to him.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the promise in Philippians 4 is not that the circumstance changes but that peace guards the heart
and mind—prayer secures the perimeter while the situation is still in play.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out that Daniel prayed before he had any idea what the dream was. Prayer that waits until we
understand the problem has already stopped being trust.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Notice that Paul includes thanksgiving in the middle of an anxious request. Gratitude inside the asking is
what keeps prayer from becoming a worry list read aloud. It forces me to remember what He has already
done while I am asking Him to do something more.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

When I pray about a problem, do I ever thank Him in the same breath—or only ask?

3
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According to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, there will someday come a kingdom that wipes out
all human kingdoms. The accomplishments of men will turn to mere dust. How should this
truth shape the way we view our human accomplishments?

P. 59

D a n i e l  2 : 3 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time and became like
chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found.
But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

It should keep me working hard without holding tightly—doing my work well as unto the Lord, but
refusing to build my identity on anything that will end up as chaff with not a trace of it found.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Colossians 3:23-24  “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the phrase “not a trace of them was found.” Not diminished, not reduced—gone. That is the
final status of every empire, monument, and résumé.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati observes that the same wind that carries away the chaff leaves the stone standing. What is built on
Christ is not swept up in the demolition.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The dream does not say human achievement is worthless; it says it is temporary, which is a different claim.
Gold was still gold. Babylon really was magnificent. The error is not admiring the statue — it is not noticing
that everything from the head to the toes goes at the same moment.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

If everything I have built were chaff tomorrow, what would be left of me?

4 In light of the previous question, read Matthew 6:19-20. What are some ways you can
grow in terms of laying up treasures in heaven?

P. 59

M a t t h e w  6 : 1 9 - 2 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves
do not break in or steal;”
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

By giving generously and quietly, investing my time in people rather than only in projects, discipling
my family, telling somebody about Christ, serving where no one is keeping score, and holding my
possessions loosely enough that I could actually let them go.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Matthew 6:21  “for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”—the reason the command
matters.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes Jesus does not condemn storing up; He redirects where. The instinct to accumulate is not the
problem—the address is.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur points out the three destroyers Jesus names—moth, rust, and thieves—cover decay from within,
decay from without, and loss by force. Earthly treasure has no defense against any of them.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 21 says the heart follows the treasure, not the other way around. That reverses how most of us think
about giving. We wait to feel generous before we give, but Jesus says put the treasure there and the heart
will move to where you sent it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What is one specific, costly thing I could send ahead this month?

5 Daniel was quick to give credit to God for doing what only He could do. What are some
things God has done in your life that you can credit Him for?

P. 59

D a n i e l  2 : 2 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

23 To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and power; Even now
You have made known to me what we requested of You, For You have made known to us the king’s matter.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He kept me when I had no business being kept, put people in my path I could never have arranged,
opened doors I did not knock on and closed ones I was pounding on, provided when the math did not
work, and gave me work and a family I did not earn.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Psalm 103:2  “Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits…”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes Daniel addresses God as “God of my fathers”—he credits God not only for the answer that night
but for a faithfulness that started generations before him.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that Daniel’s praise is specific: he names the actual thing God did. Vague gratitude is easy to
feel and easy to forget.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel thanked God for wisdom and power before he mentioned the dream. He credited the capacity before
he credited the outcome. Most of my gratitude attaches to results, which means when the results are thin I
have nothing to say — but the capacity was a gift on the ordinary days too.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Can I name three specific things from this past year, out loud, tonight?

6 Why do you think it’s important for us to have a regular habit of giving God credit for
all that He does for us?

P. 59

D e u t e r o n o m y  8 : 1 7 - 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

“Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But you
shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm
His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Because credit drifts—if I do not deliberately return it to God, I will quietly start keeping it, and a
habit of thanksgiving is the only thing that keeps my memory honest about where everything came
from.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 4:30  Nebuchadnezzar on his roof: “Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built…by
the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that ingratitude is listed in Romans 1 as one of the first steps in a downward spiral—“they did
not honor Him as God or give thanks…” It is not a small failing.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points to Nebuchadnezzar as the case study: he confessed God’s greatness in chapter 2 and claimed
the glory himself in chapter 4. A confession is not a habit.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Deuteronomy 8 does not warn about a decision to steal God’s glory; it warns about something you “say in
your heart.” The theft is not announced. It happens slowly, in private, in the way I describe my own life to
myself — which is exactly why it takes a regular habit and not a one-time confession to stop.

D A N I E L  2 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  5 0



K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

How do I narrate my own successes when no one is listening?

7 What conclusion do you think Nebuchadnezzar would have come to if Daniel had failed
to give credit to God? How do we hurt ourselves—and others—when we fail to make it
clear that it’s God who enables us in everything we do?

P. 59

D a n i e l  2 : 4 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings  and a revealer
of mysteries , since you have been able to reveal this mystery.”

D a n i e l  2 : 3 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

30 But as for me, this mystery  has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any
other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may
understand the thoughts of your mind.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He would have concluded that Daniel was simply the best of the magicians—a better wizard, not
evidence of a living God—and when I take credit I do the same thing: I rob God of glory He is owed, I
take on a weight of expectation I cannot carry, and I leave the people watching me admiring a man
instead of meeting a Savior.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Acts 14:14-15  Barnabas and Paul tore their robes when the crowd tried to worship them: “Men, why
are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you…”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes verse 47 traces directly back to verse 28. The king’s confession is the harvest of Daniel’s disclaimer
—he could only credit God because Daniel refused to be credited.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that stolen glory is not merely dishonest; it is evangelistically fatal. The watching world
can only see God through us if we get out of the way.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Nebuchadnezzar still bowed to Daniel and ordered an offering presented to him. Even after Daniel gave God
every ounce of the credit, the king’s first instinct was to worship the messenger. If that is what happens
when a man does it right, consider what happens when he says nothing at all.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Is there someone in my life who admires me for something God did?
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Closing Thoughts ·  L e s s o n  2

Daniel 2 opens with a man who cannot sleep and closes with the obituary of every empire that would
ever rule, written before the first one had fallen. In between, the wisest men in Babylon are exposed as
frauds, four young Hebrews pray through a night under a death sentence, and a pagan king ends up on
his face confessing that there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.

The dream itself is the most compact prophecy of world history anywhere in Scripture. Babylon the head
of gold. Medo- Persia the chest and arms of silver. Greece the belly and thighs of bronze. Rome the legs of
iron. And then the feet — iron mixed with clay, a divided thing that will not hold together, waiting for the
stone. Four of those five have already happened, exactly in order, exactly as described — and Daniel
named them before the first handover, while Babylon still looked permanent.

That precision is the whole argument. If the head, the chest, the belly, and the legs all landed, the feet are
not speculation. Daniel says the stone strikes “in the days of those kings,” and the God who was right
about Persia and Greece and Rome does not become unreliable at the ankles.

But notice what the chapter spends most of its space on. Not the statue — the man standing in front of it.
Daniel answered his executioner with discretion. He asked for compassion rather than cleverness. He
worshiped before he went to the palace, and when he got there he spent his first breath making sure the
king could not credit him. The prophecy is the famous part of this chapter. The character is the part we
are supposed to copy.

And the stone is still cut out without hands. It was not quarried by an army, an election, a movement, or a
reformation.  It  comes  from  outside  the  statue  entirely,  and  when  it  lands,  the  gold  goes  the  same
moment  as  the  clay.  Nebuchadnezzar  was  told  he  was  the  head  of  gold  and  he  heard  only  the
compliment. We have the whole dream in front of us. We have no such excuse.

However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.
D A N I E L  2 : 2 8

Four young men went to bed one night in Babylon with an execution order standing against them
and nothing in hand but a request for compassion. The answer came in the dark, before the
deadline, and not one minute early. That is usually how it comes. The kingdoms in that dream have
risen and fallen exactly as He said, and the last one is still standing on feet of iron and clay — which
means the God who answered Daniel that night is the same God holding the calendar we are living
on. He has never once been late, and He has never once been wrong.
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S T U D Y  H E L P S  ·  C R O S S - R E F E R E N C E S

The Passage in the Whole Bible
Joseph before Pharaoh, the stone the builders rejected, the mountain that fills the earth, and
the kingdom without end

“Joseph then answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable
answer.””

G E N E S I S  4 1 : 1 6

“and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,”

A C T S  1 7 : 2 6

“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone.”
P S A L M  1 1 8 : 2 2

“And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter
him like dust.””

M A T T H E W  2 1 : 4 4

“Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be
established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations
will stream to it.”

I S A I A H  2 : 2

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom
will have no end.””

L U K E  1 : 3 2 – 3 3

“The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they
receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.”

R E V E L A T I O N  1 7 : 1 2
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“Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and
ever.””

R E V E L A T I O N  1 1 : 1 5

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Joseph and Daniel are the same story told twice: a Hebrew captive, a pagan king’s dream, the wise men
helpless, and the captive saying “it is not in me; God will give the answer.” Tsarfati reads the stone with
Isaiah 2 — the mountain of the Lord’s house raised above the hills and the nations streaming to it — and
the toes  with  Revelation 17:12,  the  ten kings  who have not  yet  received a  kingdom. The statue is
standing; the stone is coming; Luke 1:33 says whose kingdom it is.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

Acts 17:26 is Daniel 2:21 in Paul’s mouth: God has determined the appointed times and the boundaries
of the nations. MacArthur ties Psalm 118:22 and Matthew 21:44 to the stone — Jesus applied both to
Himself, and the second is Daniel’s crushing in His own words: “on whomever it falls, it will scatter
him like dust.” Revelation 11:15 is the seventh trumpet answering Daniel 2:44. The kingdom is Christ’s,
and it is coming the way Daniel said.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik lines the chain up: the parallel (Genesis 41),  the providence (Acts 17),  the stone (Psalm 118;
Matthew 21), the mountain (Isaiah 2), the King (Luke 1), the toes (Revelation 17), the end (Revelation
11). He notes that Jesus Himself quoted the rejected-stone psalm the week He was crucified and added
Daniel’s crushing to it, which settles who the stone is — and that the mountain which fills the earth is
the answer to the prayer “Your kingdom come.”
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S T U D Y  H E L P S  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S

At a Glance
Three voices, one chapter

The same chapter, read three ways. Tsarfati listens for Israel, the times of the Gentiles and the toes still to
stand; MacArthur presses the sovereignty of the God who sets up kings and the humility of the man who
took no credit; Guzik walks the metals, the dates, the stone and the mountain. Together they keep Daniel 2
from becoming either a prophecy chart or a Sunday-school story about a brave boy.

THE MOMENT TSARFATI · the times MACARTHUR · sovereignty GUZIK · text & history

The demand (2:1–
13)

God speaks to the Gentile ruler
about the end before He speaks
to Daniel.

Human wisdom collapsed on
purpose, so the glory goes where it
belongs.

A fair demand; dismemberment;
the first Aramaic in the book.

The prayer (2:14–
23)

A remnant that prays when the
empire has no answer.

Discernment, time, prayer — and
revelation at night, not research.

“In prayer meetings such as this
history has been made.”

Before the king
(2:24–30)

“The latter days” — the captive
holds the key to the world’s
future.

Daniel removes himself from the
sentence twice; “there is a God in
heaven.”

Arioch’s “I have found” beside
Daniel’s “God in heaven.”

The statue (2:31–
35)

The times of the Gentiles in
one image; crushed all at once
at the feet.

Man’s glory as man sees it; the
kingdom of God replaces, never
evolves.

Devolution, not evolution; top-
heavy on its weakest part.

The kingdoms
(2:36–43)

Rome has no successor; iron
and clay are Europe and the ten
kings.

Three empires described before
they existed; government ends in a
mixture.

Silver inferior in sovereignty, not
size; “smashing is not salvation.”

The kingdom
(2:44–49)

Literal, on this earth, in the
days of those kings, under
Messiah.

Not left to another people; three
confessions, this one still “your
God.”

No sixth empire; Daniel
remembers the men who knelt
with him.

D A N I E L  2  ·  A  C O M P A R A T I V E  R E A D I N G

✝ Key Insights to Carry

❖ The wise men were right. “No one could declare it … except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal
flesh” (v. 11). Only God can reveal what God has hidden — and He chose to dwell with flesh. M ACARTHUR

❖ Mystery is the spine of the chapter. Raz — the king wants it, the Chaldeans cannot give it, four men pray
about it, God reveals it, Daniel announces the One who reveals it. The chapter is about who knows and who
tells. T EXT

❖
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Daniel worshiped before he went to the king. Verses 20–23 are the theology of the whole book — times, kings,
wisdom, hidden things — sung before the outcome was safe, in the plural: “what we requested.” G UZIK

❖ The credit was refused twice. “Not for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man” (v.
30). True humility does not deny the gift; it points to the Giver (1 Corinthians 4:7). M ACARTHUR

❖ The metals decline. Gold to silver to bronze to iron to clay: less value, more hardness, more division.
Human government does not climb toward utopia; it devolves until the stone. G UZIK

❖ The stone strikes the feet. Not the head, not the legs — the toes, the last divided form of the fourth
kingdom. Rome had no successor; the ten toes are the ten kings of Revelation 17:12, still ahead. T SARFATI

❖ The kingdom does not evolve; it replaces. “It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms” and “will not
be left for another people” (v. 44). No sixth empire; the end of the wheel. T EXT

❖ The king got everything right except the object. God of gods, Lord of kings, revealer of mysteries — and he
bowed to Daniel. The first of three confessions; chapter 4 closes the gap. T SARFATI
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✝ Questions for the Table

1 The king demanded the dream as well as the meaning, and every expert in Babylon failed. Where are
you relying on an explanation you supplied yourself — and what would it mean to admit, with the
Chaldeans, that only God can tell you what God has hidden?

I will stop inventing answers and ask the One who reveals mysteries.
D A N I E L  2 : 5 – 1 1

2 Daniel’s first moves under a death sentence were tact, information, time, and a prayer meeting with
three friends. What crisis are you facing alone that God meant you to carry on your knees with others?

I will call the prayer meeting before I make the plan.
D A N I E L  2 : 1 4 – 1 8

3 Daniel blessed God before he delivered the answer — “He removes kings and establishes kings.” Which
ruler, boss or circumstance do you need to see tonight as established by God, and what would worship
before the outcome sound like?

I will bless God for His sovereignty before I see how it turns out.
D A N I E L  2 : 2 0 – 2 3

4 Arioch said “I have found a man”; Daniel said “there is a God in heaven” and refused the credit twice.
Where are you letting yourself be the headline — and what sentence would move the credit to the Giver?

I will take myself out of the sentence and put God in it.
D A N I E L  2 : 2 5 – 3 0

5 The statue is heaviest at the top and stands on its weakest part. What in your life looks like gold from
the front and is standing on iron and clay — and what will the stone do to it?

I will build on the stone, not on the statue; the statue is standing on clay.
D A N I E L  2 : 3 1 – 3 5 ,  4 1 – 4 3

6 The kingdom of God does not evolve out of the kingdoms of men; it crushes and replaces them. How
does that change what you invest in, what you fear, and what you pray for when you say “Your kingdom
come”?

I will invest in the kingdom that will never be destroyed and hold the rest loosely.
D A N I E L  2 : 4 4 – 4 5

❖

The king could not sleep and the wise men could not help; four young men prayed and a mystery was
revealed in the night. A captive told the emperor there is a God in heaven, read him the whole of history

from the head of gold to the toes of clay — and then the stone, cut without hands, that ends every kingdom
and fills the earth.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Scripture: New American Standard Bible (NASB), © 1960–1995 The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Workbook questions and page references are
from Discovering Daniel (Amir Tsarfati, Harvest House); answers are written in the first person to be copied into the workbook. The teacher sections
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are the study author’s faithful summaries — not verbatim quotations — of Amir Tsarfati (Discovering Daniel, Behold Israel), John MacArthur (Grace to
You) and David Guzik (Enduring Word) on Daniel 2; consult each author’s own work for his exact words. Aramaic from the Masoretic Text. Historical

dates follow the standard chronology. · Smith For Christ · The Complete Study: Daniel 2 · Deep Dive + Discovering Daniel Lesson 2.
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