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B E F O R E  Y O U  B E G I N  ·  T H E  P A S S A G E

Daniel 11:1–45
The Long Journey to the Antichrist — History Written in Advance

✝ How to Read This Study
The workbook lesson runs in the order you work it at the table — Capture the Scene, Analyze the Message, 
Compare This Passage with the Rest of Scripture, Execute — with every question from Discovering Daniel
written out, the NASB95 text under it,  an answer in one sentence you can copy into the book, a cross
reference, the three teachers, a point of critical thinking and a key question. Because the whole chapter is
one lesson, Capture the Scene is read in four verse groups, and after each group the book pauses for Going
Deeper: the Deep Dive movement for those verses — the passage marked, the Hebrew Daniel wrote, and
the same three voices at length. Diagrams sit where the kings and the dates matter. The book ends with the
passage set inside the whole Bible, the three voices side by side, and questions for the table.

Capture the Scene — what do I see? Observation, straight from the text, in four verse groups.

Going Deeper — after each group, the Deep Dive for those verses: Hebrew, history and the three
teachers.

Analyze the Message — what does it say and mean? With Discovering Daniel open.

Compare — how is it supported elsewhere in the Bible? Every cross reference written out.

Execute — how does this affect my life? Off the page and into the week.

AMIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel JOHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You DAVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

H OW THIS STUDY IS MARKED God — His character & actions Command / instruction Key repeated word

Sin / warning Promise / blessing Time / place / contrast

KEY VERSE · DANIEL 11:32

By  smooth words he  will  turn  to  godlessness  those  who  act  wickedly

toward  the  covenant,  but  the people  who  know  their  God  will  display

strength and take action.

✝ Before the Passage
Daniel 11 is the most detailed prophecy in the Bible. In forty-five verses it covers some 375 years — from the
Persia of Daniel’s own day through Alexander, through a century and a half of war between the Ptolemies
of Egypt and the Seleucids of Syria over the land that lay between them, down to Antiochus IV and the altar
to Zeus in the temple — and then, at verse 36, steps over the centuries to the final world ruler and “the end

• 
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time.” It is the content of the vision chapter 10 introduced: “what is inscribed in the writing of truth,” read
out by the messenger who was withstood twenty-one days to bring it.

The precision is the problem for the critic and the point for the believer. Because verses 2–35 match the
historical record so closely, critical scholarship has long insisted the chapter was written after the events,
in the 160s BC, as history in the form of prophecy. But Daniel received it “in the third year of Cyrus” (10:1);
Jesus called Daniel a prophet and treated the abomination of desolation as still future (Matthew 24:15); and
the God who speaks here is the One who declares “the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10). The chapter
is not a riddle. Its kings are named by history — Xerxes, Alexander, Ptolemy, Seleucus, Antiochus — and its
last king is named by the New Testament.

Hold one word over the whole chapter:  stand — amad, the chapter’s most repeated verb. Kings arise and
stand, armies cannot stand, a daughter will not take a stand, the despicable person stands up in a time of
ease — and in the middle of it all, “the people who know their God will display strength and take action” (v.
32), and the king who does as he pleases “will come to his end, and no one will help him” (v. 45). Tsarfati
reads the chapter for Israel  caught between the empires and for the Antichrist  at  the end; MacArthur
presses the sovereignty that wrote the record and the men who knew their God under it; Guzik walks every
king by name. All three agree on the sermon: even the worst tyrant runs on God’s clock.

F I G U R E  1  ·  F R O M  C Y R U S  T O  T H E  F O U R  W I N D S  —  D A N I E L  1 1 : 1 – 4  A G A I N S T  T H E  R E C O R D

F R O M C Y R U S T O T H E F O U R W I N D S · D A N I E L 1 1 : 1 – 4 A G A I N S T T H E R E C O R D

Three more kings, a fourth far richer, a mighty king broken as he arose, and a kingdom parceled out to the four winds

PERSIA · “THREE MORE KINGS … THEN A FOURTH, FAR RICHER” (v. 2)
539–331 BC

FOUR KINGDOMS (v. 4)
323 BC →

500 450 400 350 300 BC

CAMBYSES · 530–522
then the impostor

Smerdis · 522

DARIUS I · 522–486
(the temple finished

under him, 516)

XERXES · 486–465
“far richer than all” —
Salamis 480; Esther’s

Ahasuerus (v. 2)

ALEXANDER · 336–323
Granicus 334 · Issus 333 ·

Gaugamela 331 — “a mighty
king … broken” (vv. 3–4)

IPSUS · 301
Cassander, Lysimachus,

Ptolemy, Seleucus —
the four winds (v. 4)

T H E F O U R — A N D T H E T W O T H E P R O P H E C Y F O L L O W S

Cassander took Macedonia and Greece; Lysimachus, Thrace and Asia Minor; Ptolemy, Egypt (the king of the South); Seleucus, Syria and the East (the king of the North).

From verse 5 the vision follows only Egypt and Syria — because Israel, the Beautiful Land, lay on the road between them and changed hands with every war.

Daniel received this in 536 BC (10:1). Xerxes, Alexander and the four are named here two centuries before they stood — “I will tell you the truth” (v. 2).

Critics answer: written after the fact. Jesus answers: “Daniel the prophet” (Matthew 24:15).
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P A R T  O N E  ·  D I S C O V E R I N G  D A N I E L  ·  L E S S O N  1 1

D A N I E L  1 1 : 1 – 4 5  ·  C A P T U R E  T H E  S C E N E ,  W I T H  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

History Written
in Advance
The messenger reads from the writing of truth: four more kings of Persia, a mighty
king broken at the top, a century and a half of war between the kings of the South
and the North over the Beautiful Land, a despicable person who takes the throne by
intrigue and puts an abomination on the altar — and the people who know their
God display strength. Then the king who does as he pleases, until he comes to his end
with no one to help.

I N  T H I S  P A R T

Capture the Scene — nine questions on Daniel 11, verse by verse, in four groups
Going Deeper I — Persia, Alexander, and the Two Kings (11:1–8)
Going Deeper II — The Long War of North and South (11:9–20), beside the record
Going Deeper III — The Despicable Person (11:21–35), the eleven years of Antiochus
Going Deeper IV — The King Who Does As He Pleases (11:36–45), the trailer and the
feature, and the last campaign

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

D A N I E L  1 1 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  5



01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
What do I see? · verses 1–8
Using my Bible, following the action without naming the kingdoms yet — watching the constant rise and fall of
human empires.

KEY VERSE · DANIEL 11:32 NASB95

By  smooth words he  will  turn  to  godlessness  those  who  act  wickedly

toward  the  covenant,  but  the people  who  know  their  God  will  display

strength and take action.

1 Who is the first king mentioned in Daniel 11 (see verse 1)? What are we told about the
“mighty king” in verse 3? What will happen to this king’s kingdom, according to verse
4?

P. 233

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

1 In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection for him.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

3 And a mighty king  will arise, and he will rule with great authority and do as he pleases.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

4 But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the
compass , though not to his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, for his
sovereignty will be uprooted and given to others besides them.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The first king named is Darius the Mede; the “mighty king” of verse 3 rules with great authority and
does exactly as he pleases, and verse 4 says his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out to the
four points of the compass — to others, not to his own children.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:8  The goat’s large horn is broken at the height of its strength and four horns come up in its
place — the same fourfold division, seen earlier under a different picture.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out that the chapter opens with a heavenly messenger who has been working behind the scenes
of Persian politics since Darius’ first year — the history we are about to read was already being steered before a
single king in it drew breath.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that verse 4 is the whole chapter in miniature: the strongest man in the world cannot hand his
kingdom to his own son. Authority ends at the grave, and what he built is divided among strangers.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 3 and verse 4 sit side by side with no transition — “do as he pleases” is immediately followed by “as
soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up.” The text gives his rise one verse and his ruin the
next. God is not impressed enough by the greatest conqueror in the ancient world to give him a second
sentence.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I building that will not survive being handed to someone else?

2 In verse 5, what are we told about “the king of the South”? What will this king do,
according to verses 7-8?

P. 237

D a n i e l  1 1 : 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

5 Then the king of the South  will grow strong, along with one of his princes who will gain ascendancy over
him and obtain dominion; his domain will be a great dominion indeed.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

7 But one of the descendants of her line will arise in his place, and he will come against their army and enter the
fortress of the king of the North, and he will deal with them and display great strength.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

8 Also their gods with their metal images and their precious vessels of silver and gold he will take into captivity
to Egypt, and he on his part will refrain from attacking the king of the North  for some years.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The king of the South grows strong, but one of his own princes gains ascendancy over him and ends
up with an even greater dominion; then in verses 7-8 a descendant of that southern line invades the
North, breaks into its fortress, prevails, and carries the North’s idols and its silver and gold back to
Egypt.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 2 Chronicles 36:7  Nebuchadnezzar brought some of the articles of the house of the LORD to Babylon
— plundering a rival’s gods and treasures was the ancient way of announcing that your god had won.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the pattern that will repeat for thirty-five verses: strength, alliance, betrayal, invasion, plunder,
and a pause — then the same cycle again with new names.
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C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The king of the South does not fall to the king of the North in verse 5. He is overtaken by one of his own
princes. The first threat in the chapter is not the foreign army; it is the trusted man standing next to the
throne — and that pattern will hold all the way to verse 26.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I so braced against the obvious threat that I have stopped watching what is already inside the room?

G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement I · Persia, Alexander, and the Two Kings

Before the workbook moves on to the wars, read the first eight verses as the Deep Dive reads them — the
Hebrew for  the truth,  a mighty king,  and the  king of  the South and  king of  the North,  the names history
supplies for each verse, and the three teachers on a prophecy so exact that critics insist it  was written
afterward.

“1 In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection for him. 
2 And now I will tell you the truth. Behold, three more kings are going to arise in Persia. Then
a fourth will gain far more riches than all of them; as soon as he becomes strong through his
riches, he will arouse the whole empire against the realm of Greece. 3 And a mighty king will
arise, and he will rule with great authority and do as he pleases. 4 But as soon as he has arisen,
his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the compass, though
not to his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, for his sovereignty
will be uprooted and given to others besides them.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 1 – 4

אֱמֶת
EMETH · “THE TRUTH”

“And now I will tell you the truth.” Emeth — firmness, faithfulness, what is
certain. The messenger who stood with Michael (10:21) and strengthened
Darius the Mede in his first year (v. 1) now reads from the writing of truth.
Three more kings in Persia — Cambyses, the impostor Smerdis, Darius I —
then a fourth, far richer: Xerxes (486–465 BC), the Ahasuerus of Esther,
who threw the whole empire at Greece and lost at Salamis in 480.

DANIEL 11:1–8 · Four more kings of Persia, one mighty king broken at the top, and the two kingdoms that
will fight over Israel
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ִּּבּורֹ מֶלךְֶ ג
MELEKH GIBBOR · “A MIGHTY KING”

Alexander the Great: ruled with great authority, “did as he pleased,” and
“as soon as he has arisen” was broken — dead at Babylon in 323 BC, about
thirty-two.  His  kingdom  went  “toward  the  four  points  of  the  compass,
though not to his own descendants”: his sons were murdered, and four
generals divided the empire (8:8, 22). The verb  amad,  to stand, to arise,
enters here and will govern the chapter.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati sets the chapter in the writing of truth: the messenger is not predicting, he is reading. He
walks Persia’s four kings to Xerxes and the Greek war he started, then Alexander and the four-way split
— and notes that of the four, only two matter to the prophecy, because only two fought over Israel. The
land of the Bible is the hinge of the chapter, as it is of history. God tells the story of the nations from
Jerusalem’s point of view.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“Do as he pleases” — Alexander in verse 3, the final king in verse 36. MacArthur notes that the phrase is
the Bible’s description of a man who answers to no one, and that it is always followed by the same
thing: broken, uprooted, “given to others.” The most powerful man who ever lived could not hand his
kingdom to his sons. God’s sovereignty over the mighty is not an abstraction here; it  is a four-way
division written down two centuries early.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik names the Persian kings — Cambyses, Smerdis, Darius I, then Xerxes the rich — and Salamis,
and then Alexander: the Granicus, Issus, Gaugamela, Babylon, dead at thirty-two with no heir ready.
He notes the critics’ problem: this is so exact that they insist it was written afterward. His answer is
simple — the God who gave the vision in chapter 10 is the God of Isaiah 46:10, and Jesus read Daniel as
a prophet, not a historian.
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“5 Then the king of the South will grow strong, along with one of his princes who will gain
ascendancy over him and obtain dominion; his domain will be a great dominion indeed. 6 After
some years they will form an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the South will come to
the king of the North to carry out a peaceful arrangement. But she will not retain her position
of power, nor will he remain with his power, but she will be given up, along with those who
brought her in and the one who sired her as well as he who supported her in those times. 7 But
one of the descendants of her line will arise in his place, and he will come against their army and
enter the fortress of the king of the North, and he will deal with them and display great
strength. 8 Also their gods with their metal images and their precious vessels of silver and gold he
will take into captivity to Egypt, and he on his part will refrain from attacking the king of the
North for some years.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 5 – 8

מֶלךֶ־ְהנַגֶּבֶ … מֶלךְֶ

ָּּפוןֹ הצַ
MELEKH-HA-NEGEV … MELEKH HA-TSAPHON
· “THE KING OF THE SOUTH … THE KING
OF THE NORTH”

The negev is the south — Egypt, the Ptolemies; the tsaphon is the north —
Syria,  the  Seleucids.  From  verse  5  the  prophecy  follows  these  two  of
Alexander’s four because Israel lay between them. Verse 5: Ptolemy I, and
his former general Seleucus I who became stronger still. Verse 6: Ptolemy
II gives his daughter Berenice to Antiochus II; the alliance fails and she
and her son are murdered. Verses 7–8: her brother Ptolemy III invades the
North in revenge and carries Syria’s gods and treasure back to Egypt.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati reads verses 5–8 as the beginning of the pattern that will run to verse 20: two Gentile powers, a
marriage alliance that fails, revenge, and Israel underfoot the whole time. He points out that the Jewish
people are not mentioned once in these verses and are the reason the verses exist. The nations fight
over the land because God put the land where He put it.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur  notes  how ordinary  the  history  is  — a  general  who outgrows his  master,  a  diplomatic
marriage, a murdered princess, a brother’s war — and how precisely it is foretold. God is not only
sovereign over the dramatic; He has written the diplomatic. The believer who reads these verses and
the record side by side learns to trust the parts of the chapter that history has not yet caught up with.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik supplies the names: Ptolemy I Soter and Seleucus I Nicator (v. 5); Berenice and Antiochus II, and
Laodice who had them killed (v. 6); Ptolemy III Euergetes and his campaign into Syria, bringing home
idols Egypt had lost centuries earlier (vv. 7–8). He notes the restraint of verse 8 — “he will refrain … for
some years” — as the kind of detail no later writer would bother to invent.
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01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 9–20

3 What will then take place between the kings of the North and South (see verses
11-13)?

P. 238

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

11 The king of the South  will be enraged and go forth and fight with the king of the North. Then the latter
will raise a great multitude, but that multitude will be given into the hand of the former.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

12 When the multitude is carried away, his heart will be lifted up, and he will cause tens of thousands to fall; yet
he will not prevail.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

13 For the king of the North  will again raise a greater multitude than the former, and after an interval of
some years he will press on with a great army and much equipment.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

War breaks out: the enraged king of the South defeats the huge army of the North, his heart is lifted
up in pride and he strikes down tens of thousands — yet he does not prevail, because the North
simply raises a larger army and comes back years later.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Proverbs 16:18  “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.” Verse 12 puts
the lifted-up heart and the failure to prevail in the same sentence.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur sees here the futility of all merely human victory — the win is real, the casualties are real, and
none of it holds; the enemy comes back stronger and the ground changes hands again.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes that all this back-and-forth is being fought across the land bridge between Egypt and Syria —
which means Israel is the road these armies keep marching over.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 12 is precise about the order: he wins, then his heart is lifted up, then he does not prevail. Scripture
does not say he lost because he was outmatched. He lost because the victory changed him before the next
battle ever started. Success is the more dangerous of the two tests.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What recent win has quietly made me harder to correct?
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4 What then happens in verses 14-16? P. 239

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

14 Now in those times many will rise up against the king of the South; the violent ones among your people
will also lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but they will fall down.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

15 Then the king of the North  will come, cast up a siege ramp and capture a well-fortified city; and the forces
of the South will not stand their ground, not even their choicest troops, for there will be no strength to make a
stand.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

16 But he who comes against him will do as he pleases, and no one will be able to withstand him; he will also
stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his hand.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Many rise against the South, and violent men from among Daniel’s own people lift themselves up and
fall; the king of the North then casts up a siege ramp and takes a well-fortified city, the South’s
choicest troops cannot make a stand, and the victor does as he pleases and stays for a time in the
Beautiful Land — Israel — with destruction in his hand.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:9  The small horn grew exceedingly great “toward the south, toward the east, and toward the
Beautiful Land” — the same title for Israel, the same direction of attack.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati highlights “the Beautiful Land”: for all the talk of North and South, the prophecy keeps returning to
Israel, because Israel is the point of the map God is watching.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik points out the sobering detail in verse 14 — some of Daniel’s own countrymen try to force the prophecy
along by violence, and they fall. God’s word does not need our help, and it will not excuse our methods.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 14 says the violent ones lifted themselves up “in order to fulfill the vision” — and then fell. They were
not fighting against the prophecy; they thought they were fulfilling it. Sincerity about God’s plan is no
protection when the means are wrong.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Where am I trying to force something God said He would do — on my schedule and by my hand?
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5 As you read verses 17-20, what words and phrases stand out to you as describing the
arrogance of rulers and the chaos of human history?

P. 240

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

17 He will set his face to come with the power of his whole kingdom, bringing with him a proposal of peace
which he will put into effect; he will also give him the daughter of women to ruin it. But she will not take a
stand for him or be on his side.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

18 Then he will turn his face to the coastlands and capture many. But a commander will put a stop to his scorn
against him; moreover, he will repay him for his scorn.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1 9  ·  N A S B 9 5

19 So he will turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land, but he will stumble and fall and be found no
more.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

20 Then in his place one will arise who will send an oppressor through the Jewel of his kingdom; yet within a few
days he will be shattered, though not in anger nor in battle.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The phrases that stand out to me are “set his face,” “the power of his whole kingdom,” “to ruin it,” “his
scorn,” “stumble and fall and be found no more,” “an oppressor,” and “shattered” — a peace proposal
offered only as a weapon, a daughter handed over as a tool, contempt for everyone, and then men
who simply vanish out of history.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E James 4:14  “You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.” Verse 19’s
“found no more” is that verse written as a royal obituary.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that even the marriage in verse 17 is a weapon — a daughter given away not in love but to
ruin a kingdom from within; power reduces people to instruments.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik draws attention to verse 20: an oppressor sent out through the Jewel of the kingdom, and then the king
is shattered — not in anger, not in battle. No dramatic end, no last stand. He is simply gone.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Look at how these kings actually die. One stumbles and falls in his own land. One is shattered “not in anger
nor in battle.” After all the siege ramps and great multitudes, the chapter kills them off in half a verse with
no battlefield at all. God does not even grant the arrogant a memorable ending.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

If my life ended today with no drama and no announcement, what would actually have been accomplished?

G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement II · The Long War of North and South

Questions 3 to 5 walked the back-and-forth of verses 9–20. The Deep Dive adds the Hebrew of the Beautiful
Land, the dates — Raphia 217, Panium 200, Magnesia 190 — and the three teachers on a century of war
foretold without a wasted clause, and on Rome arriving on the page.

“9 Then the latter will enter the realm of the king of the South, but will return to his own land. 
10 His sons will mobilize and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one of them will keep on
coming and overflow and pass through, that he may again wage war up to his very fortress. 
11 The king of the South will be enraged and go forth and fight with the king of the North.
Then the latter will raise a great multitude, but that multitude will be given into the hand of the
former. 12 When the multitude is carried away, his heart will be lifted up, and he will cause tens
of thousands to fall; yet he will not prevail. 13 For the king of the North will again raise a
greater multitude than the former, and after an interval of some years he will press on with a
great army and much equipment.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 9 – 1 3

ב הָּמוןֹ רָּ
HAMON RAV · “A GREAT MULTITUDE”

Verses 9–13 are the wars of Antiochus III, “the Great.” His sons mobilize (v.
10); one “will keep on coming and overflow” to the very fortress of Egypt.
The king of the South, Ptolemy IV, is “enraged” and wins at Raphia in 217
BC (v. 11) — and then, “his heart lifted up,” wastes the victory (v. 12). “After
an interval of some years” Antiochus returns with a greater army (v. 13):
about 200 BC.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  reads the back-and-forth as  the nations doing what  nations do — armies,  pride,  a  victory
thrown away, a bigger army — and the land of Israel changing hands with every campaign. He notes
the  phrase  “his  heart  will  be  lifted  up”  in  verse  12:  the  Bible’s  diagnosis  of  every  empire,  from
Nebuchadnezzar on the roof to the king of verse 36.

DANIEL 11:9–20 · Antiochus the Great, Raphia and Panium, a daughter who would not take a stand, a
commander from Rome — and a tax collector
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J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“Yet he will not prevail.” MacArthur draws the thread: Ptolemy wins at Raphia and cannot keep what he
won, because the text had already said he would not. He reads the interval of verse 13 as God’s pacing
of history — years written into the schedule — and the whole movement as proof that the God who
counts the years counts them in advance.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik dates the campaigns: Raphia, 217 BC, a Ptolemaic victory with tens of thousands fallen; the years
of recovery; Antiochus III’s return around 200 BC with “a great army and much equipment.” He notes
that the prophecy follows the fortunes of two kings across decades without a wasted clause, and that
the land in the middle is the one Daniel was praying for.

“14 Now in those times many will rise up against the king of the South; the violent ones among
your people will also lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but they will fall down. 
15 Then the king of the North will come, cast up a siege ramp and capture a well-fortified city;
and the forces of the South will not stand their ground, not even their choicest troops, for there
will be no strength to make a stand. 16 But he who comes against him will do as he pleases, and
no one will be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with
destruction in his hand. 17 He will set his face to come with the power of his whole kingdom,
bringing with him a proposal of peace which he will put into effect; he will also give him the
daughter of women to ruin it. But she will not take a stand for him or be on his side. 18 Then he
will turn his face to the coastlands and capture many. But a commander will put a stop to his
scorn against him; moreover, he will repay him for his scorn. 19 So he will turn his face toward the
fortresses of his own land, but he will stumble and fall and be found no more. 20 Then in his place
one will arise who will send an oppressor through the Jewel of his kingdom; yet within a few days
he will be shattered, though not in anger nor in battle.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 1 4 – 2 0

ְּבִּי אֶרֶץ הצַ
ERETS HA-TSEVI · “THE BEAUTIFUL
LAND”

The land of beauty, of glory — Israel (8:9; 11:41). Panium, about 200 BC (vv.
15–16): Antiochus III takes the fortified city and the Beautiful Land passes
from Egypt to Syria. Verse 17: he gives his daughter Cleopatra I to Ptolemy
V to control Egypt, and she sides with her husband. Verse 18: he turns to
the  coastlands  and “a  commander”  — Rome,  at  Magnesia  in  190  BC —
repays his scorn. Verse 19: he dies plundering a temple in his own land.
Verse 20: Seleucus IV sends a tax collector, Heliodorus, through “the Jewel
of his kingdom” — even to the temple treasury in Jerusalem — and is soon
assassinated, “not in anger nor in battle.”
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati stops at verse 16: “he will also stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his
hand.” For the first time in the chapter the land is named, and it is named as beautiful by the God who
is  watching it  trampled.  He draws the line from Antiochus III  to  every power since that  has held
Jerusalem for a time — and to the Rome that first appears in verse 18, the commander who stops the
king’s scorn, the fourth beast arriving on the page.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the daughter of verse 17 — a woman given to ruin a kingdom who would not take a
stand for her father — as the kind of human detail that makes the chapter unmistakably prophecy: a
daughter’s loyalty is foretold. He reads verse 19, “he will stumble and fall and be found no more,” as the
chapter’s refrain for the mighty, and verse 20’s king who dies in a few days, not in anger nor in battle, as
the quiet way God removes a man.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik names them: Panium and the capture of the Beautiful Land; Cleopatra I, who took Egypt’s side;
the Roman commander Lucius Scipio at Magnesia; Antiochus III killed robbing the temple of Bel at
Elymais; Seleucus IV and Heliodorus the tax collector, who tried to seize the treasury of the Jerusalem
temple (2 Maccabees 3) and whose master was poisoned by him. He notes that verse 20 is the last king
before the one the chapter has been building toward.

F I G U R E  2  ·  T H E  K I N G  O F  T H E  S O U T H  A N D  T H E  K I N G  O F  T H E  N O R T H  —  D A N I E L  1 1 : 5 – 2 0  B E S I D E  H I S T O R Y

01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 21–35

T H E K I N G O F T H E S O U T H A N D T H E K I N G O F T H E N O R T H · D A N I E L 1 1 : 5 – 2 0 B E S I D E H I S T O R Y

Ptolemies of Egypt against Seleucids of Syria for a century and a half — and the Beautiful Land on the road between them

VV. THE PROPHECY SAYS THE RECORD SHOWS

5 Ptolemy I Soter (South) · Seleucus I Nicator (North) a general outgrows his master, 312–281

6 Berenice given to Antiochus II; alliance fails she, her son and her attendants murdered, 246

7–8 Ptolemy III Euergetes invades Syria in revenge carries home Syria’s gods and treasure, 246–241

9–10 Seleucus II retaliates; his sons mobilize Seleucus III, then Antiochus III the Great

11–12 Ptolemy IV wins at Raphia — and wastes it 217 BC; “his heart will be lifted up”

13–16 Antiochus III returns; Panium; the Beautiful Land taken c. 200 BC — Israel passes from Egypt to Syria

17 His daughter Cleopatra I given to Ptolemy V she sides with Egypt; “will not take a stand”

18–19 He turns to the coastlands; a Roman commander stops him Magnesia, 190; killed plundering a temple, 187

20 Seleucus IV sends a tax collector through the Jewel Heliodorus; the king poisoned “not in battle,” 175

Israel is not named once in vv. 5–15 and is the reason the verses exist. “The Beautiful Land” first appears in v. 16 — as it falls to Syria, and to the line that will produce Antiochus.
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6 In verse 21, we come to Antiochus Epiphanes IV. What are we told about his
character?

P. 243

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

21 In his place a despicable person  will arise, on whom the honor of kingship has not been conferred, but he
will come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He is called a despicable person who was never given the honor of kingship, and who takes the
throne during a time of tranquility by intrigue rather than by right or by battle.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:23  “a king will arise, insolent and skilled in intrigue” — Daniel had already been shown this
man’s method three chapters earlier.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes that Antiochus took for himself the title Epiphanes — “God manifest” — while his own people
nicknamed him Epimanes, “the madman.” The self-given title and the honest one sat side by side.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that Scripture’s verdict, “a despicable person,” is heaven’s assessment, given in advance
and regardless of the throne he managed to seize.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Notice the timing: he seizes the kingdom “in a time of tranquility.” Not in a crisis, not in a war — in the calm,
when nobody was guarding anything. Intrigue does not need chaos to work; it needs a season when
everyone has relaxed.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What have I stopped guarding simply because things have been peaceful?

7 In the grand sweep of all that we’re told about Antiochus IV in verses 22-35, what
words or phrases help to explain why this evil man is considered a foreshadow of the
Antichrist?

P. 245

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

23 After an alliance is made with him he will practice deception, and he will go up and gain power with a small
force of people.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

28 Then he will return to his land with much plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and
he will take action and then return to his own land.
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D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

31 Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice . And
they will set up the abomination of desolation.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

32 By smooth words  he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people
who know their God will display strength and take action.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The phrases that mark him as a foreshadow are “practice deception,” “his heart will be set against the
holy covenant,” “desecrate the sanctuary fortress,” “do away with the regular sacrifice,” “set up the
abomination of desolation,” and “by smooth words he will turn to godlessness” — an alliance made
and betrayed, the temple defiled, the sacrifice stopped, and a people seduced by charm rather than
conquered by force.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 9:27  “he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week
he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate” —
the same moves, in the same order, still future.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  sees Antiochus as  God’s  preview: a  man who made an alliance,  practiced deception,  stopped the
sacrifice, and defiled the temple — so that when the real one does it, Israel will recognize the script.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur emphasizes the contrast built into verse 32: smooth words turn the compromised into the godless,
while “the people who know their God” display strength and act. Knowledge of God, not cleverness, is what
makes a man immovable.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the weapon of choice here is not the sword but flattery — smooth words accomplish what armies
could not.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The people who resisted are not described as the strongest, the smartest, or the best organized — they are
the ones who “know their God.” Verse 32 makes that the entire difference between the two groups. The
defense against flattery is not being harder to fool; it is being better acquainted with God.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I know God well enough to recognize a lie about Him when it is spoken kindly?
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G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement III · The Despicable Person

The heart of the chapter. For each: the text marked, the Hebrew that carries it (despicable, intrigue, Kittim, 
the abomination of desolation,  the people who know their God), the eleven years of Antiochus IV laid out by
verse, and the three teachers on a tyrant humiliated by Rome who turned on Jerusalem — and the remnant
that stood.

“21 In his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the honor of kingship has not been
conferred, but he will come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 The
overflowing forces will be flooded away before him and shattered, and also the prince of the
covenant. 23 After an alliance is made with him he will practice deception, and he will go up and
gain power with a small force of people. 24 In a time of tranquility he will enter the richest parts
of the realm, and he will accomplish what his fathers never did, nor his ancestors; he will
distribute plunder, booty and possessions among them, and he will devise his schemes against
strongholds, but only for a time. 25 He will stir up his strength and courage against the king of
the South with a large army; so the king of the South will mobilize an extremely large and
mighty army for war; but he will not stand, for schemes will be devised against him. 26 Those who
eat his choice food will destroy him, and his army will overflow, but many will fall down slain. 
27 As for both kings, their hearts will be intent on evil, and they will speak lies to each other at the
same table; but it will not succeed, for the end is still to come at the appointed time. 28 Then he
will return to his land with much plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant,
and he will take action and then return to his own land.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 1 – 2 8

ִּבְזהֶ נ
NIVZEH · “A DESPICABLE PERSON”

From bazah, to despise. Antiochus IV, who called himself Epiphanes, “God
made manifest,” and whom his subjects called  Epimanes, “the madman.”
The throne was not his — it belonged to the young son of Seleucus IV —
and  he  took  it  “in  a  time  of  tranquility  …  by  intrigue”  (chalaqlaqqoth,
slipperiness, flattery). Verse 22, “the prince of the covenant,” is most likely
the high priest Onias III, removed and later murdered. Verses 23–28: the
first Egyptian campaign, two kings lying to each other at one table (v. 27),
“for the end is still to come at the appointed time,” and a heart “set against
the holy covenant” on the way home.

DANIEL 11:21–35 · Antiochus Epiphanes: intrigue, flattery, the ships of Kittim, the abomination — and
the people who knew their God
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati introduces the man the whole chapter has been walking toward: Antiochus IV, the little horn
of chapter 8, the sketch of the Antichrist. He notes how he came — not by right, not by war, but by
flattery in a time of ease — and that the first thing the prophecy records him doing to Israel is removing
the prince of the covenant. The enemy of Israel always goes for the priesthood first.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“They will speak lies to each other at the same table; but it will not succeed, for the end is still to come
at  the appointed time.”  MacArthur reads verse 27 as  the chapter’s  theology in one line:  two kings
plotting at a table, and God’s calendar on the wall above them. Nothing they schemed could move the
appointed time. He notes the phrase “the holy covenant” — the prophecy names what Antiochus hates,
and it is not Jews as such; it is the covenant.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik tells the history: Antiochus IV’s seizure of the throne from his nephew, Onias III, the alliance
with Egypt and its betrayal, the first invasion, the two kings at Memphis lying to each other, and the
plunder brought home — with a stop in Jerusalem on the way (v. 28), where the temple was robbed. He
notes Epimanes and the coins that read “God manifest,” and the verb amad again: the despicable person
“will arise.”

“29 At the appointed time he will return and come into the South, but this last time it will not
turn out the way it did before. 30 For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will be
disheartened and will return and become enraged at the holy covenant and take action; so he
will come back and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant. 31 Forces from him will
arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will
set up the abomination of desolation. 32 By smooth words he will turn to godlessness those
who act wickedly toward the covenant, but 

the people who know their God will display strength and take action. 33 Those who have
insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by
flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days. 34 Now when they fall they will be granted a
little help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy. 35 Some of those who have insight will
fall, in order to refine, purge and make them pure until the end time; because it is still to
come at the appointed time.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 9 – 3 5
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ִּּים כִּּתִּּים צִּי
TSIYYIM KITTIM · “SHIPS OF KITTIM”

Kittim is Cyprus and the western coastlands — here, Rome. On the second
Egyptian  campaign  (168  BC)  the  Roman  envoy  Popillius  Laenas  met
Antiochus outside Alexandria, drew a circle in the sand around him with
his  staff,  and  told  him  to  answer  Rome  before  he  stepped  out  of  it.
Humiliated, he withdrew — and vented his rage on Jerusalem. Verse 31:
the sanctuary desecrated, the  tamid stopped, “the abomination (shiqquts)
of desolation (shamem)”  set  up — an altar to Zeus on the altar of burnt
offering, December 167 BC (1 Maccabees 1:54).

ּ ִּקו ועְםַ ידֹעְיֵ אֱלהָֹּיו יחֲַז
VE-AM YODE’EI ELOHAV YACHAZIQU ·
“THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW THEIR GOD WILL
DISPLAY STRENGTH”

Yada, to know intimately;  chazaq, to be strong, hold firm. Smooth words
turned the compromisers;  the people who knew their  God stood — the
Maccabees and the faithful who died rather than bow (Hebrews 11:35–38).
“Those who have insight (maskilim) will give understanding to the many”
and fall by sword and flame — “in order to refine, purge and make them
pure until  the end time.” On 25 Kislev 164 BC the temple was cleansed:
Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication Jesus attended (John 10:22).

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati reads verses 29–35 as the rehearsal for the end: a humiliated tyrant turning on Jerusalem, the
daily sacrifice stopped, an abomination in the holy place, compromisers flattered, and a remnant that
knows its God and acts. He draws the line to Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:15 — the abomination is still
ahead — and to Hanukkah as the down payment on the final cleansing. And he underlines verse 32 for
Israel today: the people who know their God will be strong and do exploits.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur makes verse 32 the heart of the chapter. In a chapter of kings who do as they please, the
only people who stand are the ones who know their God — not know about Him, but know Him. And
verse 35 explains why they are allowed to fall: to refine, purge and make them pure. Persecution in
Scripture is never random; it is a furnace with a purpose and a date — “until the end time; because it is
still to come at the appointed time.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik tells the circle-in-the-sand story, then the desecration: the sacrifices stopped, the altar to Zeus,
swine offered, Torah scrolls burned, mothers who circumcised their sons thrown from the walls. He
names the Maccabees and the faithful who died, and notes verse 34’s “little help” — the Maccabean
revolt was real and limited — and verse 35’s purpose: refining. Then the cleansing, 164 BC, and the feast
Jesus kept.
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F I G U R E  3  ·  T H E  D E S P I C A B L E  P E R S O N  —  A N T I O C H U S  I V  E P I P H A N E S ,  1 7 5 – 1 6 4  B C  ( 1 1 : 2 1 – 3 5 )

01 CAPTURE THE SCENE
continued · verses 36–45

8 In verse 36, we are introduced to the Antichrist. What is revealed about his character
in verses 36-39?

P. 248

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 6  ·  N A S B 9 5

36 Then the king will do as he pleases , and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god  and will
speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for 

that which is decreed will be done.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

37 He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any
other god; for he will magnify himself above them all.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

38 But instead he will honor a god of fortresses , a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with
gold, silver, costly stones and treasures.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 9  ·  N A S B 9 5

39 He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the help of a foreign god; he will give great honor to
those who acknowledge him and will cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price.

T H E D E S P I C A B L E P E R S O N · A N T I O C H U S I V E P I P H A N E S , 1 7 5 – 1 6 4 B C — D A N I E L 1 1 : 2 1 – 3 5

Eleven years, verse by verse: a throne seized by flattery, two wars in Egypt, a circle in the sand, an altar to Zeus — and a remnant that knew its God

ANTIOCHUS IV · “A DESPICABLE PERSON … BY INTRIGUE” (v. 21)
175–164 BC

176 174 172 170 168 166 164 BC

175 · vv. 21–22
Seizes the throne from

his nephew; Onias III, the
prince of the covenant, removed

170–169 · vv. 25–28
First Egyptian war; two
kings lie at one table;

Jerusalem’s temple robbed

168 · vv. 29–30
Ships of Kittim: Popillius

draws the circle in the sand;
he turns on the holy covenant

DEC 167 · v. 31
Sacrifice stopped; altar to

Zeus on the altar — the
abomination of desolation

164 · vv. 32–35
Maccabees: “display strength”;

25 Kislev, the temple cleansed —
Hanukkah (John 10:22)

E P I P H A N E S O R E P I M A N E S · “ G O D M A N I F E S T ” O R “ T H E M A D M A N ”

He struck coins reading Theos Epiphanes; his subjects punned Epimanes. He forbade the Sabbath, circumcision and the Torah, offered swine on the altar, and killed those who refused.

Smooth words turned the compromisers (v. 32a); the people who knew their God displayed strength (v. 32b); the wise taught the many and fell (vv. 33–35) — “to refine, purge and make them pure.”

Two hundred years later Jesus said the abomination of desolation was still to come (Matthew 24:15). Antiochus was the rehearsal; v. 36 begins the performance.

Chapter 8 called him the little horn out of Greece; chapter 11 shows how closely the sketch matches the final portrait.
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

He does entirely as he pleases, exalts and magnifies himself above every god, speaks monstrous
things against the God of gods, shows no regard for his fathers’ gods or for the desire of women or for
any other god, honors instead a god of fortresses — military power — with gold and silver and costly
stones, and buys loyalty by handing out great honor and parceling out land for a price.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 2 Thessalonians 2:4  “who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  points  to  the  phrase  “until  the  indignation  is  finished”  —  the  same  verse  that  describes  his
unstoppable success also sets the limit on it. He prospers, but only on a lease.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes  that  his  religion is  not  atheism but  self-worship with a  military  sacrament:  the  “god of
fortresses” is force itself, funded with gold and paid in parceled-out land.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 36 says two things at once: he will do as he pleases, and “that which is decreed will be done.” Both are
true in the same sentence. His will is genuinely his own and genuinely running inside God’s decree — which
means his worst blasphemy is still, unknowingly, on God’s schedule.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I believe God is sovereign over the thing in my life that currently looks unstoppable?

9 In verses 40-45, we read of conquests, victories, and defeats. According to verse 45,
how will it all end for the Antichrist?

P. 250

D a n i e l  1 1 : 4 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

44 But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath to
destroy and annihilate many.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 4 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

45 He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will
come to his end, and no one will help him.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

After sweeping through country after country he pitches the tents of his royal pavilion between the
seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain — and there he comes to his end, with no one to help him.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E 2 Thessalonians 2:8  “Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath
of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;”
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes where he falls: not in some far country, but camped in sight of the Holy Mountain, at the very
place he came to claim. He gets close enough to see it and no closer.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati stresses the words “no one will help him” — the man who ruled the world dies with every ally gone,
including the one who empowered him.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The whole chapter is armies — great multitudes, chariots, horsemen, many ships. Verse 45 ends it with no
battle described at all. He simply “comes to his end.” The most heavily defended man in history is disposed
of in a clause, and Scripture does not bother to say how.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I depending on for security that will not be there at the end?

G O I N G  D E E P E R  ·  F R O M  T H E  D E E P  D I V E

Movement IV · The King Who Does As He Pleases

The shift and the end. The Hebrew for  do as he pleases,  a god of fortresses and he will come to his end, why
verse 36 steps past Antiochus to the Antichrist, Paul and John beside each line, and the three teachers on
the last campaign and the one certain thing in it.

“36 Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every
god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the
indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done. 37 He will show no regard for the
gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he
will magnify himself above them all. 38 But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god
whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures. 
39 He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the help of a foreign god; he will give
great honor to those who acknowledge him and will cause them to rule over the many, and will
parcel out land for a price.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 6 – 3 9

DANIEL 11:36–45 · Past Antiochus to the end time — the willful king, the god of fortresses, the last
campaign, and an end with no one to help
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ועְָּש�ָּה כִּרְצונֹוֹ המֶַּלךְֶ
VE-ASAH KHIRTSONO HA-MELEKH · “THE
KING WILL DO AS HE PLEASES”

Verse 36 steps past Antiochus. He never exalted himself “above every god”
like this; verses 40–45 do not match his death; and the angel says “the end
time” (vv. 35, 40). Most who read Daniel with the New Testament see the
final world ruler here: the man of lawlessness who “exalts himself above
every so-called god … displaying himself as being God” (2 Thessalonians
2:4),  the  beast  with  “a  mouth  speaking  arrogant  words  and
blasphemies” (Revelation 13:5). He will prosper “until the indignation is
finished, for that which is decreed will be done.” Even he runs on God’s
clock.

ִּּים אֱלהַֹּ מָּעזֻ
ELOAH MA’UZZIM · “A GOD OF
FORTRESSES”

He disregards the gods of his fathers and “the desire of women” — natural
affection, say some; the Messiah Jewish women longed to bear, say others
— and honors a god his fathers did not know: ma’oz, a stronghold. Military
power is his religion; gold, silver and costly stones its offerings; land for a
price its reward. Guzik cautions that much here is uncertain. The headline
is not: “he will magnify himself above them all.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  reads verse  36  as  the Antichrist  stepping onto the page:  the willful  king,  the self-exalting
blasphemer, the one Paul and John describe. He notes what the Antichrist rejects — the gods of his
fathers, the desire of women, every god — and what he worships: force. For Tsarfati the man of verses
36–39 is the little horn of chapter 7 and the prince who is to come of 9:27, and his “prospering until the
indignation is finished” is the three and a half years of the Tribulation.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

“For that which is decreed will be done.” MacArthur refuses to let the willful king be the subject of his
own  verse.  He  does  as  he  pleases  until;  he  prospers  until;  and  the  until  is  God’s.  He  reads  2
Thessalonians 2 across verses 36–37 and draws the comfort: the most lawless man in history is on a
leash, and the leash was described five centuries before Christ. The believer’s posture under the king of
verse 36 is the posture of verse 32.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik marks the shift carefully — Antiochus did not do these things, and the text says the end time —
and gives the picture: Antiochus is the trailer, the Antichrist the feature. He surveys the readings of
“the desire of  women,” declines to be dogmatic,  and takes the god of  fortresses as military might
worshiped for its own sake. Then he sets Paul and John beside the verse: the same man, the same
mouth, the same end.
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“40 At the end time the king of the South will collide with him, and the king of the North
will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen and with many ships; and he will enter
countries, overflow them and pass through. 41 He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many
countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the
sons of Ammon. 42 Then he will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of
Egypt will not escape. 43 But he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver and
over all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his heels. 44 But
rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath
to destroy and annihilate many. 45 He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas
and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”

D A N I E L  1 1 : 4 0 – 4 5

צוֹּ ואְֵין עוזֹרֵ לוֹ ועְדַ־קִּ
VE-AD-QITSO VE-EIN OZER LO · “HE
WILL COME TO HIS END, AND NO ONE
WILL HELP HIM”

The last  campaign:  the South collides with him, the North storms with
chariots, horsemen and ships; he overflows countries, enters the Beautiful
Land (Edom, Moab and Ammon escape), takes Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia;
“rumors  from  the  East  and  from  the  North”  disturb  him  (compare
Revelation  16:12);  he  pitches  his  royal  tents  between  the  seas  and  the
beautiful Holy Mountain — and comes to his end with no one to help. The
Lord will slay him “with the breath of His mouth” (2 Thessalonians 2:8);
the beast is thrown alive into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20).

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati reads verses 40–45 as the Antichrist’s last war, converging on Jerusalem: attacked from south
and  north,  sweeping  the  Middle  East,  troubled  by  news  from  the  east,  encamped  between  the
Mediterranean and Zion — Armageddon from the Antichrist’s side. He notes the three nations that
escape, east of the Jordan, and the end: no battle described, no ally found. The one who magnified
himself above every god is finished by the God he mocked.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur declines to map every detail of verses 40–44 and insists on verse 45: he will come to his end,
and no one will help him. The chapter that began with a messenger reading from the writing of truth
ends with the last page of the last tyrant — already written. He ties it to Revelation 19: no long war, no
negotiated peace, a verdict executed. And he draws the line back to verse 32: those who know their God
will be standing when he is not.
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D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik works the geography — the Beautiful Land, Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia, the rumors from east and
north, the headquarters between the seas and the Holy Mountain — and admits the sequence is hard to
fix. But the ending, he says, is the one certain thing in the movement, and the New Testament seals it
twice: slain by the breath of Christ’s mouth, thrown alive into the lake of fire. “No one will help him” —
not the god of fortresses, not the kings who bowed to him.

F I G U R E  4  ·  T H E  T R A I L E R  A N D  T H E  F E A T U R E  —  W H Y  V E R S E  3 6  S T E P S  P A S T  A N T I O C H U S

F I G U R E  5  ·  T H E  L A S T  C A M P A I G N  —  D A N I E L  1 1 : 4 0 – 4 5  A N D  T H E  T H R E E  E N D I N G S  O F  T H E  S A M E  M A N

T H E T R A I L E R A N D T H E F E A T U R E · W H Y V E R S E 3 6 S T E P S P A S T A N T I O C H U S

Antiochus never exalted himself above every god; vv. 40–45 do not match his death; the angel says “the end time.” Paul and John read the willful king as the Antichrist.

THE WILLFUL KING DAN THE NEW TESTAMENT

does as he pleases 11:36 “the man of lawlessness … the son of destruction”
2 Thess 2:3

exalts and magnifies himself above every god 11:36 “exalts himself above every so-called god”
2 Thess 2:4

speaks monstrous things against the God of gods 11:36 “a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies”
Rev 13:5

prospers until the indignation is finished 11:36 “authority to act for forty-two months”
Rev 13:5

no regard for the gods of his fathers 11:37 “displaying himself as being God”
2 Thess 2:4

honors a god of fortresses 11:38 “who is able to wage war with him?”
Rev 13:4

enters the Beautiful Land; many countries fall 11:41 “he will set up the abomination of desolation”
Matt 24:15; Dan 9:27

comes to his end, and no one will help him 11:45 “slain with the breath of His mouth”
2 Thess 2:8; Rev 19:20

Antiochus IV (vv. 21–35) is the trailer; the king of vv. 36–45 is the feature — the little horn of chapter 7, the prince who is to come of 9:27, the beast of Revelation 13.

T H E L A S T C A M P A I G N · D A N I E L 1 1 : 4 0 – 4 5 A N D T H E T H R E E E N D I N G S O F T H E S A M E M A N

Attacked from south and north, sweeping the Middle East, troubled by news from the east, camped between the sea and the Holy Mountain — and finished with no one to help

T H E C O L L I S I O N

v. 40

“At the end time” the South
collides with him; the North

storms in with chariots,
horsemen and many ships

T H E S W E E P

vv. 41–43

He enters the Beautiful Land;
Edom, Moab and Ammon escape;

Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia
fall — gold, silver, treasures

T H E R U M O R S

v. 44

“Rumors from the East and
from the North” disturb him —

compare the kings from the
east, Revelation 16:12

T H E T E N T S

v. 45

Royal pavilions pitched
“between the seas and the

beautiful Holy Mountain” —
Zion. Then: his end.

T H R E E E N D I N G S , O N E M A N

DANIEL 11:45 — “he will come to his end, and no one will help him.” · 2 THESSALONIANS 2:8 — “the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth.”

REVELATION 19:20 — “the beast was seized … thrown alive into the lake of fire.” No battle described; no ally found; a verdict executed.

The man whomagnified himself above every god is finished by the God he mocked — and “the people who know their God” (v. 32) are standing when he is not.
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P A R T  T W O  ·  D I S C O V E R I N G  D A N I E L  ·  L E S S O N  1 1

D A N I E L  1 1  ·  W H A T  I T  M E A N S ,  W H E R E  E L S E  I T  I S  T A U G H T ,  H O W  I  L I V E  I T

Analyze,
Compare, Execute
With the prophecy captured and the Deep Dive read, the workbook turns to
meaning: the messenger who stood with Darius, the fourth king and Alexander, the
back-and-forth of the Ptolemies and Seleucids, how Antiochus took power and what
Egypt and Rome did to him, how he vented his rage on the Jews and how they
answered, the abomination of desolation, the Antichrist of 2 Thessalonians 2 and
his end in Revelation 19 — then Matthew 10, 2 Corinthians 4, James 4 and 2 Peter 3
on what outlasts every king, and how to live in the light of eternity.

I N  T H I S  P A R T

Analyze the Message — eleven questions with Discovering Daniel: the messenger of
verse 1, Alexander, the wars of verses 5–20, Antiochus IV, the abomination of
desolation, 2 Thessalonians 2, and Revelation 19
Compare — Matthew 10:28; 2 Corinthians 4:17–18; James 4:13–15; 2 Peter 3:11
Execute — what rulers and their fighting amount to; the eternal perspective; 1
Corinthians 3:12–15 and the judgment seat; Colossians 3:2; the life God wants and
the life the world offers
Closing Thoughts, and the study helps that close the book

• 

• 
• 

• 
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02 ANALYZE THE MESSAGE
What does it say and mean?
Using both my Bible and my copy of Discovering Daniel.

1 In Daniel 11:1, we read that Daniel’s messenger “stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.” When it comes to identifying who “him” is, what are the two options (see page
235 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 235

D a n i e l  1 1 : 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

1 In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection for him.

D a n i e l  1 0 : 2 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

“However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me
against these forces except Michael your prince.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The two options are Darius the Mede, the king named in the verse itself, or Michael the archangel,
who is mentioned in the sentence immediately before as the one standing firmly with the messenger.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 10:13  The messenger was withstood twenty-one days by “the prince of the kingdom of Persia”
until Michael came to help — which is why Michael is a live candidate for “him.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes the chapter break here is a later editorial convenience, not part of the original text — 11:1 is
really  the  continuation  of  the  conversation  begun  in  chapter  10,  which  is  exactly  why  the  pronoun  is
ambiguous.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The ambiguity exists largely because our chapter divisions cut the sentence off from what came before it.
The men who added chapter numbers centuries later were trying to help us find verses, and here the help
cost us a pronoun.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

How often do I misread Scripture simply because I started reading at the heading instead of at the thought?

2 Even though we cannot be absolutely certain about the identity of “him,” what can we
be certain about (see page 235 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 235

I N  M Y  W O R D S

I can be certain that God has His messengers actively at work behind the scenes of world politics,
strengthening and protecting so that His purposes move forward — whether the one being helped is a
Persian king or an archangel.
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C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 10:13  The messenger was withstood twenty-one days by “the prince of the kingdom of Persia”
until Michael came to help — real conflict, over real empires, invisible to everyone on earth.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur’s point is that the identity of the pronoun is not where the weight of the verse sits; the weight sits
on the fact that heaven was involved in Persian politics at all.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that a doctrine should never be built on a debatable pronoun — but the thing the verse plainly
asserts is more than enough.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

It is worth noticing what Scripture leaves unclear and what it makes unmistakable. The identity of “him” is
uncertain; the activity of God behind human government is stated without any hedging at all. Where the
Bible is vague, it is usually vague about what I wanted to know and clear about what I needed to know.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I more troubled by what God has not told me than I am comforted by what He has?

3 Verses 3-4 talk about Alexander the Great. What ended up happening to his kingdom
after his death (see page 237 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 237

D a n i e l  1 1 : 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

4 But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the
compass , though not to his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, for his
sovereignty will be uprooted and given to others besides them.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Alexander died young and his kingdom did not pass to his own descendants; it was divided among
four of his generals — exactly the four-way split toward the four points of the compass that Daniel was
shown centuries in advance.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:22  “The broken horn and the four horns that arose in its place represent four kingdoms
which will arise from his nation, although not with his power.”

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati emphasizes the detail that convicts the skeptic: not merely that the kingdom would split, but that it
would go four ways, and not to his descendants. That is more precision than a lucky guess allows.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik points out that two of those four divisions become the king of the North and the king of the South, and
the rest of Daniel 11 is the long, bloody quarrel between them.
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C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Alexander conquered the known world and could not secure the one thing any ordinary father can hope for
— that his own child would inherit what he built. The size of what he won is precisely what made it
impossible to pass on.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I pouring myself into that my own family will not actually receive?

4 In verses 5-20, we see a lot of back and forth take place through battles, attempts at
alliances, and intrigue and deceit. Remember, all of this was written well before it
ever happened.

P. 238

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

27 As for both kings, their hearts will be intent on evil, and they will speak lies to each other at the same table;
but it will not succeed, for the end is still to come at the appointed time.

I s a i a h  4 6 : 9 - 1 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

“Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like
Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying,
‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’;

a. What is God telling us about Himself by giving all these details?

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He is telling me that He knows the future exhaustively and in detail — not the broad outline only,
but the marriages, the betrayals, and the lies told at the table — and that He governs all of it
toward an appointed time He has already fixed.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Isaiah 46:10  “declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have
not been done” — prophecy of this precision is God’s own stated proof that He is God and there is no other.

b. What do we learn about humanity in these same details?

I N  M Y  W O R D S

I learn that left to ourselves we repeat the same cycle endlessly — ambition, alliance, betrayal,
war, plunder, collapse — and that even kings sitting at the same table lying to each other cannot
change the outcome God has appointed.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Jeremiah 17:9  “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can
understand it?” Verse 27 shows two hearts “intent on evil” sharing a meal.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that this is the most detailed predictive prophecy in Scripture, which is precisely why critics
have insisted it must have been written after the fact — the accuracy is the offense.
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati’s point is that fulfilled prophecy about the past is God’s receipt for the prophecy about the future: the
chapter that got Alexander and Antiochus right is the same chapter describing the Antichrist.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 27 is the strangest detail of them all — God tells Daniel that two pagan kings would sit at one table
speaking lies to each other. He was not only tracking the armies; He was in the room. Nothing in human
history happens off the record.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I live as if God is in the room for the conversations no one else hears?

5 How did Antiochus IV become ruler, and what was the relationship between him and
the Jews like, and why (see pages 243-244 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 243

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

21 In his place a despicable person  will arise, on whom the honor of kingship has not been conferred, but he
will come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He was not the rightful heir and the honor of kingship was never conferred on him, so he seized the
throne by intrigue during a time of tranquility; his relationship with the Jews was violently hostile,
because he was determined to force Greek culture and Greek religion on them and the faithful Jews
would not surrender their covenant with the LORD.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:24-25  “he will destroy to an extraordinary degree... and he will destroy many while they are
at ease” — Daniel’s earlier vision of the same man, with the same method.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati describes the collision plainly: Antiochus wanted one empire with one culture and one religion, and
the Jews were the people who would not dissolve into it.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur  points  out  that  persecution  came  not  because  the  Jews  attacked  Antiochus  but  because  they
refused to be absorbed — faithfulness itself was read as sedition.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Antiochus did not hate the Jews for anything they did to him. He hated them for what they would not do —
stop being distinct. A tyrant can forgive opposition more easily than he can forgive a people who simply will
not be assimilated.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Is there anything distinct enough about my life that it would inconvenience a world demanding conformity?

6 What happened to Antiochus IV when he went to Egypt (see pages 244-245 in
Discovering Daniel)?

P. 244

D a n i e l  1 1 : 2 9 - 3 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

29 At the appointed time  he will return and come into the South, but this last time it will not turn out the
way it did before. 30 For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will be disheartened and will return
and become enraged at the holy covenant  and take action; so he will come back and show regard for those
who forsake the holy covenant.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

His second campaign into Egypt failed — the “ships of Kittim” of verse 30 brought Rome against him
and he was forced to withdraw without a fight — and he went home disheartened and enraged, taking
his fury out on Jerusalem and the holy covenant.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Numbers 24:24  “But ships shall come from the coast of Kittim, and they shall afflict Asshur and will
afflict Eber…” — Balaam’s oracle names ships from the same western coastlands centuries earlier.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes the sequence in verse 30: disheartened, then enraged, then action against the holy covenant. He
could not beat Rome, so he turned on Jerusalem.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  observes  how  often  Israel  has  paid  for  someone  else’s  humiliation  —  a  pattern  that  runs  from
Antiochus straight through to the last days.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

He was stopped by Rome and he punished the Jews. The people who suffered most had nothing to do with
the defeat that caused it. Humiliated pride never takes its revenge on the one who humbled it; it takes
revenge where it is still strong.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Who ends up absorbing my frustration with a situation they had nothing to do with?
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7 In what specific ways did Antiochus IV unleash his anger upon the Jews, according to
Daniel 11:31 (see page 245 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 245

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

31 Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice . And
they will set up the abomination of desolation.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Verse 31 names three things: his forces desecrated the sanctuary fortress, they did away with the
regular sacrifice, and they set up the abomination of desolation.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 8:11  “it removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and the place of His sanctuary was thrown
down” — the identical assault, shown to Daniel three chapters earlier.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the strategy behind the three acts: defile the place, stop the offering, install a substitute. It is
not merely vandalism; it is the systematic replacement of the worship of God.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  points  out  that  stopping the regular  sacrifice struck at  the one visible  sign that  Israel’s  covenant
worship was still in force — which is exactly why it will be done again.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The three acts move in a specific direction: he does not simply tear worship down and leave the space
empty. He puts something in its place. False worship has never been satisfied with an absence; it always
moves in to occupy what it emptied.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What has quietly moved into a place in my life that used to belong to God?

8 What two different ways did the Jews respond to Antiochus IV (see pages 245-246 in
Discovering Daniel)?

P. 246

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

32 By smooth words  he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people
who know their God will display strength and take action.

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

33 Those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword
and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days.
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I N  M Y  W O R D S

Some compromised — turned to godlessness by his smooth words, they abandoned the covenant and
embraced Greek ways; the others knew their God, displayed strength and took action, gave
understanding to the many, and fell by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Hebrews 11:35-36  “others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a
better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that both groups were Jews, both were in the same city under the same pressure, and the dividing
line was not circumstance but whether they knew God.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that verse 33 gives the faithful no exemption — those with insight instruct the many and
still fall by sword and flame. Faithfulness is promised meaning, not safety.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Verse 33 puts the teaching and the falling in the same sentence: they gave understanding to the many, “yet
they will fall.” The ones who instructed the nation were the ones who died for it, and the instruction
outlasted them. What they handed on survived because they did not.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I willing to pass on something true if it costs me more than it will ever pay me?

9 What was involved when Antiochus IV committed the “abomination of
desolation” (see page 247 in Discovering Daniel)?

P. 247

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

31 Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice . And
they will set up the abomination of desolation.

M a t t h e w  2 4 : 1 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

“Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

I N  M Y  W O R D S

He halted the regular sacrifice, set up a pagan altar to Zeus in the temple, and had a pig — the most
unclean animal under the Law — offered on it, deliberately defiling the holy place in the way most
offensive to God and to the Jews.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Leviticus 11:7-8  The swine is unclean: “you shall not eat of their flesh nor touch their carcasses; they
are unclean to you.” The animal was chosen to insult.
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  notes  that  Jesus,  speaking  long  after  Antiochus  was  dead  and  gone,  still  pointed  forward  to  an
abomination of desolation yet to come — which means Antiochus was the rehearsal, not the performance.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik observes that the defilement was calculated, not careless.  Every element was chosen for maximum
offense to the God of Israel.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Jesus quoted this prophecy in Matthew 24 as still future — roughly two centuries after Antiochus had
already done it. That is the clearest proof in Scripture that a prophecy can be genuinely fulfilled and still be
waiting for its fullest fulfillment.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I read prophecy as a closed file, or as something God is still unfolding?

10 Read both Daniel 11:36-39 and 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. Based on these descriptions, in
what ways will the Antichrist be the complete opposite of the one true Christ?

P. 249

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 6 - 3 7  ·  N A S B 9 5

36 Then the king will do as he pleases , and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god  and will
speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for 

that which is decreed will be done. 37 He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of
women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all.

2  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  2 : 9 - 1 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false
wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of
the truth so as to be saved.

2  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  2 : 1 1 - 1 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order
that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

At every point he is the mirror image: Christ did the Father’s will while he does as he pleases; Christ
humbled Himself while he magnifies himself above every god; Christ is the truth while he comes with
false wonders and the deception of wickedness; Christ came in His Father’s name while this one
comes in accord with the activity of Satan; Christ laid down His life to save while he prospers by
destroying; and Christ was exalted by God while this man exalts himself and is brought to an end.

D A N I E L  1 1 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  3 6



C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Philippians 2:9  “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name” — Christ was exalted by the Father; the Antichrist exalts himself.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes the precision of the counterfeit — “power and signs” is the very vocabulary Scripture uses of
Christ’s own works, with “false” attached; the imitation is deliberate, not incidental.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points to John 5:43 as the hinge: “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if
another comes in his own name, you will receive him.”

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

2 Thessalonians 2:10 gives the reason people fall for him — not that the deception was too clever, but that
“they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.” The vulnerability is created long before the
deceiver arrives. People do not believe the lie because it is convincing; they believe it because they never
loved the truth.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Do I love the truth, or only the truths that suit me?

11 According to Revelation 19:19-21, how will it all end for the Antichrist and his forces? P. 251

R e v e l a t i o n  1 9 : 1 9 - 2 0  ·  N A S B 9 5

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on
the horse and against His army. And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the
signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.

R e v e l a t i o n  1 9 : 2 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the
birds were filled with their flesh.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

The beast and the false prophet are seized and thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with
brimstone, and the rest are killed with the sword that comes from the mouth of the One seated on the
horse — the battle ends the moment Christ speaks.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Revelation 20:10  “the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are also” — a thousand years later they are still there.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that Christ’s weapon is the sword from His mouth — the armies of earth are undone by a word,
exactly as the world was made by one.
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A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati  highlights  “thrown alive”:  the beast  and the false prophet  do not  die first.  They are the first  two
occupants of the lake of fire, and they arrive a thousand years ahead of the devil himself.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Revelation 20:10 mentions the beast and the false prophet as still being in the lake of fire when Satan is
thrown in — a thousand years after Revelation 19. That single detail settles the question of whether the lake
of fire consumes or punishes. After a millennium, they are still there.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Does the reality of a judgment that does not end change how urgently I speak to the people around me?

03 COMPARE THIS PASSAGE WITH THE REST OF SCRIPTURE
How is it supported elsewhere in the Bible?
All through Daniel 11 we are reminded of one sobering truth — everything human is temporary, and nothing
earthly will last. What wisdom do I glean from these passages?

1 Matthew 10:28 P. 252

M a t t h e w  1 0 : 2 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Every king in Daniel 11 could only reach as far as the body, so the right response to all of them is not
fear but perspective — the only One worth fearing is the God who holds both soul and body.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 11:33  The faithful fell “by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder” — Antiochus
reached their bodies and got no further.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that Jesus does not tell us to stop fearing; He tells us to move our fear to its proper object.
Fear rightly placed is what makes a man fearless everywhere else.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Antiochus had the power to kill and used it freely — and Jesus calls that the lesser power. The most a tyrant
can do is the thing God can also do, and God can do more. That is why the faithful in verse 33 were not
losing.
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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I afraid of that can only reach my body?

2 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 P. 252

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 1 7 - 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Paul weighs the two sides and tells me the affliction is momentary and light while the glory is eternal
and beyond all comparison, so I should fix my attention on what I cannot see rather than on what I
can.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 11:35  The faithful fall “in order to refine, purge and make them pure until the end time” —
their affliction was producing something, exactly as Paul says.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that Paul calls persecution “light” not because it did not hurt, but because he had weighed it
against the glory on the other side of the scale.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati connects this directly to Daniel 11:35 — the suffering of the faithful is described as refining, not as
waste.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Paul says the affliction is “producing” the glory — not merely preceding it or being compensated by it. The
suffering is not the price paid for the reward; it is the process that makes it. That is why Daniel 11:35 calls it
refining.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Am I treating my present hardship as an interruption, or as the thing God is using to make something?

3 James 4:13-15 P. 252

J a m e s  4 : 1 3 - 1 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and
engage in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a
vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we
will live and also do this or that.”

D A N I E L  1 1 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  3 9



I N  M Y  W O R D S

James tells me my life is a vapor, so confident planning that leaves God out is arrogance — the honest
way to speak about tomorrow is “if the Lord wills.”

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 11:19  “he will stumble and fall and be found no more” — a king’s entire future erased in one
clause.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur points out that James is not condemning planning; he is condemning planning that leaves God out
of the sentence.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

The kings of Daniel 11 planned in years and campaigns — alliances, marriages, invasions “after an interval
of some years.” James would call every one of them a vapor. The longer the plan, the more it assumes about
a tomorrow that was never promised.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Which of my plans have I made without once asking whether the Lord wills it?

4 2 Peter 3:11 P. 252

2  P e t e r  3 : 1 0 - 1 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements
will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to
be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Because everything I can see is going to be destroyed, Peter turns the coming judgment into a
question about my character right now — what sort of person ought I to be, in holy conduct and
godliness.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 11:45  The last and greatest of the empires in this chapter ends with “he will come to his end,
and no one will help him.”

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that Peter draws a moral conclusion, not a speculative one — the end of the world is given to us as
a reason to live holy, not as material for a timeline.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati makes the same turn: prophecy that does not change how you live has not really been understood.
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C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Peter’s response to the end of everything is not fear, escape, or calculation — it is conduct. He looks at a
universe dissolving and asks what kind of man you ought to be. Prophecy taken as information alone has
been misread.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Has what I believe about the last days made any visible difference in how I lived this week?

04 EXECUTE
How does this affect my life?
Taking Daniel 11 off the page and into the week.

1 Based on what you read in Daniel 11, what did human rulers and their followers
pursue and value most?

P. 253

D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

38 But instead he will honor a god of fortresses , a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with
gold, silver, costly stones and treasures.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

They pursued territory, wealth, military strength, revenge, and above all their own glory — verse 38
says it plainly, that what he actually honored was a god of fortresses, paid for in gold and silver and
costly stones.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Habakkuk 1:16  “Therefore they offer a sacrifice to their net and burn incense to their fishing net” —
worshiping the instrument of their own success.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur notes that the “god of fortresses” is the oldest idol there is dressed in armor — trust in one’s own
strength, given an altar.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Daniel 11 names no ruler who pursued anything worth having. Forty-five verses of the most powerful men
on earth, and not one of them wanted something that would outlast him. The chapter is a complete
inventory of ambition with nothing of value in it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

If someone wrote forty-five verses about what I chase, what would be on the list?
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2 In the light of eternity, what perspective should we have about human achievements? P. 253

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 1 8  ·  N A S B 9 5

while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

I should hold human achievement loosely and honestly — good work done well is worth doing, but
nothing I can see will last, so I measure it by whether it serves what is eternal rather than by how
impressive it looks now.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 11:4  The greatest empire in the chapter is “broken up and parceled out” the moment its
builder is gone.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik warns against the overcorrection: the answer to temporary achievement is not idleness but redirected
labor — work aimed at what will still be standing.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Scripture never says achievement is worthless — it says it is temporary, which is a different claim. The
problem with Alexander’s empire was not that he built it; it was that he built nothing else. Temporary things
are worth doing and were never worth living for.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What am I working on right now that will still matter in a hundred years?

3 Read 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, which speaks of when believers will come before the
judgment seat of Christ. Here, we read about our Lord’s evaluation of our works done
on Earth. As you answer the following two questions, don’t come away with the
impression that only “ministry service” counts toward good done for our Lord. It is
possible for secular jobs, schooling, and everyday responsibilities to be done in ways
that exalt God and accomplish His work—as 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.”

P. 254

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 2 - 1 3  ·  N A S B 9 5

Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work
will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the
quality of each man’s work.

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 4 - 1 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he
will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
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1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 0 : 3 1  ·  N A S B 9 5

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

a. Give two to four examples of motives and pursuits you would say can be described as gold, silver,
and precious stones.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Doing my ordinary work honestly when cutting a corner would never be discovered; teaching
my family the Word when no one outside the house will ever know; giving or serving where
there is no possibility of being thanked for it; and telling someone the truth about Christ when it
costs me the relationship.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Colossians 3:23  “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men”
— the audience determines the material.

b. Give two to four examples of attitudes and achievements you think will be considered wood, hay,
and straw.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Service done to be seen and complimented; being right in an argument at the cost of the person;
building a reputation, a title, or a balance sheet as an end in itself; and religious activity kept up
out of habit or appearance with no love for Christ behind it.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Matthew 6:1  “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them;
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur stresses that this judgment is about reward, not salvation — the man whose work burns is still
saved; he simply stands there with nothing to show for a lifetime.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik notes that gold, silver, and precious stones are not the largest materials but the ones that survive fire.
Size is not what is being tested; quality is.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Both lists are built on the same foundation — Paul is describing believers in both cases. The difference is not
between the saved and the lost but between two Christians doing similar things for different reasons. The
fire tests quality, and motive is the one thing no one else can see.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

If the fire tested my last month of work for motive rather than volume, how much would still be standing?
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4 Colossians 3:2 exhorts us, “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth.” Yet we will always find ourselves lured by the glitter of the temporary.
What can we do to grow in our heavenly mindedness?

P. 255

C o l o s s i a n s  3 : 1 - 2  ·  N A S B 9 5

Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

I grow in it the same way I grow in anything — by deliberate, repeated habit: reading the Word before
the news feed, praying about my plans instead of only making them, keeping company with people
whose eyes are on Christ, giving away enough that my grip on money stays loose, and regularly
reminding myself how the story ends.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Romans 12:2  “be transformed by the renewing of your mind” — the mind is set by renewal, which is
ongoing and intentional, not automatic.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati notes that verse 1 comes before verse 2: the command to set the mind above rests on the fact that you
have already been raised up with Christ. It is claiming a position you already hold, not climbing toward one.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik points out the verb — “keep seeking” is continuous. Heavenly mindedness is not a decision made once
but an attention that must be renewed daily.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Paul says “set your mind,” which is something you do, not something that happens to you. The mind does
not drift upward on its own; left alone it settles on things below by default. Every believer who is heavenly
minded got that way on purpose.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What is the first thing my mind reaches for in the morning — and what does that tell me?

5 Based on what you read in Daniel 11, on the left side of the space below, write a list of
the characteristics of earthly kings and kingdoms. Then on the right side of the space
below, list the characteristics that you know will be true about Christ and His
kingdom. What contrasts do you see?

P. 255

D a n i e l  1 1 : 4 5  ·  N A S B 9 5

45 He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will
come to his end, and no one will help him.

D A N I E L  1 1 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  4 4



D a n i e l  7 : 1 4  ·  N A S B 9 5

“And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every
language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

I N  M Y  W O R D S

Earthly kings: seized by intrigue, built on deception, defended by fortresses, driven by pride and
revenge, divided at death, temporary, and ending with no one to help. Christ: given dominion by the
Father, founded on truth, humble and merciful, undivided, everlasting, and served by every nation —
the contrast is that theirs all end and His will not pass away.

C R O S S  R E F E R E N C E Daniel 2:44  “the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed... it will itself
endure forever.”

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

MacArthur observes that the contrast is not only moral but temporal — every kingdom in Daniel 11 ends, and
that alone disqualifies it from being worth our hope.

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Tsarfati points out the location of verse 45: the Antichrist falls in sight of the beautiful Holy Mountain, the very
place Christ will reign. The last earthly king dies at the doorstep of the eternal kingdom.

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Both lists end in the same geography. The Antichrist pitches his tent between the seas and the Holy
Mountain, and that is exactly where Christ will establish His throne. The final contrast is not that they
occupy different worlds but that they want the same ground — and only one of them will still be standing on
it.

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Which kingdom am I actually investing in — measured not by what I say but by where my time and money went
this month?
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Closing Thoughts ·  L e s s o n  1 1

When the Antichrist comes on the world scene, he will captivate people with charm and deceit. He will
rise to power quickly, and his arrogance, paired with Satan’s power, will make him the most blasphemous
world leader of all time. Daniel 11 portrays him as one who will do whatever he wishes (verse 36). He will
exalt himself above not only earthly gods but the one true God.

He will prosper at all he does, and nothing will stand in his way (verse 36). He will be hostile to religion
and to  normal  human affections (verse 37).  He will  place his  confidence in his  personal  power and
military might (verses 38-39), and he will know great success in battle (verses 40-43). So great will his
power be that he appears unstoppable.

Yet Daniel 11:45 is clear about his fate, and it will come swiftly: “he will come to his end, and no one will
help him.” The most sinister and corrupt ruler of all time will meet instant defeat when Christ returns.
Nothing will be able to spare him. He will have every earthly and satanic force at his disposal — and he
and all who assist him will be wiped out completely.

The finality of that defeat is made clear in Revelation 20:10. After Christ conquers the Antichrist at the
second coming, He will set up His thousand-year reign on Earth. At the end of that kingdom, Satan will
attempt one last insurrection against our Lord, and be defeated. When the devil is thrown into the lake of
fire, we are told that the beast and the false prophet are still there — a thousand years after the second
coming. And that is where they will stay, tormented “day and night forever and ever.”

That is why this long, difficult chapter of kings and campaigns is finally a comfort rather than a burden.
Every ruler in it was told in advance what he would do and how he would end, and every one of them did
exactly  that.  The  God  who  wrote  Alexander’s  four-way  division  and  the  ships  of  Kittim  and  the
abomination of desolation into a scroll centuries early is the same God who wrote verse 45. If everything
through verse 35 came true exactly as written, the rest of it will too.

But the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
D a n i e l  1 1 : 3 2

Daniel 11 takes us on a tour through kingdoms in defiance of God, and reveals they are all destined
for defeat. It is a triumphant testimony to the absolute sovereignty of God over all human affairs. No
one can defy God and get away with it — and for that reason, we can be confident about the future.
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S T U D Y  H E L P S  ·  C R O S S - R E F E R E N C E S

The Passage in the Whole Bible
The God who declares the end, the abomination Jesus said was still ahead, and the man of
lawlessness in both Testaments

“Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there
is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which
have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good
pleasure’;”

I S A I A H  4 6 : 9 – 1 0

““Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),”

M A T T H E W  2 4 : 1 5

“At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem;”
J O H N  1 0 : 2 2

“Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their
release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and
scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.”

H E B R E W S  1 1 : 3 5 – 3 6

“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying
himself as being God.”

2  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  2 : 3 – 4

“Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth
and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;”

2  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  2 : 8

D A N I E L  1 1 S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y P A G E  4 7



“There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to
act for forty-two months was given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against
God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.”

R E V E L A T I O N  1 3 : 5 – 6

“And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with
brimstone.”

R E V E L A T I O N  1 9 : 2 0

A MIR TSARFATI · Discovering Daniel

Matthew 24:15  settles  the chapter’s  two halves:  two hundred years  after  Antiochus,  Jesus  tells  His
disciples the abomination of desolation “spoken of through Daniel the prophet” is still to come — so
verse 31 was the rehearsal and verse 36 onward is the performance. Tsarfati reads Paul and John as the
commentary on verses 36–45, Hebrews 11 as the commentary on verses 32–35, and John 10:22 as the
Lord Himself keeping the feast that verse 31’s desecration produced.

J OHN MACARTHUR · Grace to You

Isaiah 46:9–10 is why the chapter can exist: God declares the end from the beginning and accomplishes
all  His  good  pleasure.  MacArthur  reads  2  Thessalonians  2:3–4  as  Paul  quoting  Daniel  11:36–37  in
Greek, and 2 Thessalonians 2:8 and Revelation 19:20 as the two-line expansion of verse 45. The man of
lawlessness exalts himself above every god and is slain with a breath. The chapter is history, and it is
still unfolding.

D AVID GUZIK · Enduring Word

Guzik lines them up: the sovereignty (Isaiah 46), the Lord’s own use of the chapter (Matthew 24), the
feast the cleansing produced (John 10), the faithful who died under Antiochus (Hebrews 11), the willful
king in Paul (2 Thessalonians 2) and John (Revelation 13), and the end (Revelation 19). He notes that
the New Testament never treats Daniel 11 as a closed book; it reads it as a prophecy with a remainder,
and the remainder is the Antichrist.
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S T U D Y  H E L P S  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S

At a Glance
Three voices, one chapter

The same chapter, read three ways. Tsarfati listens for Israel between the empires and the Antichrist at the
end; MacArthur presses the sovereignty that wrote the record and the people who knew their God under it;
Guzik walks every king by name and every date by year. Together they keep Daniel 11 from becoming
either a history exam or a prophecy chart.

THE MOMENT TSARFATI · the times MACARTHUR · sovereignty GUZIK · text & history

Persia and
Alexander (11:1–
4)

History told from Jerusalem’s point
of view.

“Do as he pleases” is always
followed by “broken.”

Cambyses, Smerdis, Darius,
Xerxes; Salamis; dead at thirty-
two.

North and South
(11:5–20)

Israel unmentioned and the reason
the verses exist; Rome appears at v.
18.

God has written the diplomatic,
not only the dramatic.

Berenice, Raphia, Panium,
Cleopatra I, Magnesia,
Heliodorus.

The despicable
person (11:21–28)

The sketch of the Antichrist; he goes
for the priesthood first.

Two kings lying at a table under
God’s calendar (v. 27).

Epiphanes / Epimanes; Onias
III; the temple robbed on the
way home.

The abomination
(11:29–35)

The rehearsal for the end;
Hanukkah the down payment; v. 32
for Israel today.

Only those who know their God
stand; the furnace has a
purpose and a date.

The circle in the sand; Zeus on
the altar; the Maccabees; 164
BC.

The willful king
(11:36–39)

The Antichrist on the page; force as
his religion; the Tribulation’s three
and a half years.

He prospers until; the leash was
described five centuries early.

Antiochus the trailer, the
Antichrist the feature; “desire
of women” left open.

The end (11:40–
45)

Armageddon from the Antichrist’s
side; finished by the God he
mocked.

The last page of the last tyrant,
already written.

Geography hard to fix; the
ending sealed twice in the New
Testament.

D A N I E L  1 1  ·  A  C O M P A R A T I V E  R E A D I N G

✝ Key Insights to Carry

❖ The most detailed prophecy in the Bible. Some 375 years in 45 verses — Persia, Alexander, the Ptolemies
and Seleucids, Antiochus — so exact that critics date it after the events. Jesus called Daniel a prophet. G UZIK

❖ Stand is the spine of the chapter. Amad — kings arise, armies cannot stand, a daughter will not take a stand,
the despicable person stands up; and the people who know their God display strength. T EXT
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❖ The prophecy follows two of the four because Israel lay between them. The king of the South (Egypt) and
the king of the North (Syria) fought for a century and a half over the Beautiful Land. The land is the hinge of
the chapter. T SARFATI

❖ Antiochus came by flattery in a time of ease. Not by right, not by war — “intrigue” (v. 21). The enemy of
Israel went for the priesthood first (v. 22) and the covenant always (vv. 28, 30, 32). T EXT

❖ A Roman circle in the sand turned him on Jerusalem. The ships of Kittim (v. 30), the humiliation at
Alexandria, the altar to Zeus in December 167 BC (v. 31) — and the cleansing of 164 BC, the feast Jesus kept
(John 10:22). G UZIK

❖ The people who know their God will display strength and take action. Verse 32 is the heart of the chapter:
in a chapter of kings who do as they please, only those who know God stand — and they are refined, not
wasted (v. 35). M ACARTHUR

❖ Verse 36 steps over the centuries. Antiochus never exalted himself above every god; vv. 40–45 do not match
his death; the angel says “the end time.” The willful king is the man of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2). 
T SARFATI

❖ “He will come to his end, and no one will help him.” The last page of the last tyrant, already written (v. 45)
— slain with the breath of Christ’s mouth, thrown alive into the lake of fire. M ACARTHUR
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✝ Questions for the Table

1 The messenger read 375 years of history from “the writing of truth” before any of it happened. What
does it do to your trust in the parts of God’s Word that history has not yet caught up with — the promises
about your own future — to see how exactly He kept the parts it has?

The God who named Xerxes and Antiochus in advance has my tomorrow written; I will trust the pages I
cannot read yet.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 – 2 0

2 Two kings lied to each other at the same table, and it did not succeed, “for the end is still to come at the
appointed time.” Where are you watching the powerful scheme — in the news, at work — and forgetting
whose calendar is on the wall above them?

The schemers are at the table; God’s calendar is on the wall; I will read the wall.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 7

3 Antiochus took the kingdom by flattery in a time of ease, and turned the compromisers “by smooth
words.” What smooth words are working on you right now — and in what season of ease?

I will be most on guard when things are tranquil and the words are smooth.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 1 ,  3 2

4 “The people who know their God will display strength and take action.” Not know about Him — know
Him. What is the difference in your life this week between the two, and which one would hold under an
Antiochus?

Knowing about God will not stand in the fire; I will know Him.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 2

5 Those who had insight gave understanding to the many and fell — “in order to refine, purge and make
them pure.” What loss are you treating as waste that God may be treating as refining?

The fire has a purpose and a date; I will let it refine me instead of resenting it.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 3 – 3 5

6 The king who does as he pleases prospers “until the indignation is finished” and comes to his end with
no one to help him. Who or what in your life seems to do exactly as it pleases — and what changes when
you put the word “until” in front of it?

Every tyrant has an until; I will live under God’s clock, not the tyrant’s.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 6 ,  4 5

❖

Four kings of Persia, one mighty king broken at the top, a century and a half of war over the Beautiful
Land, a despicable man who took the throne by flattery and put an idol on the altar — and the people who
knew their God stood. Then the last king, who does as he pleases until God is finished with him, and comes

to his end with no one to help.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ
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